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‘Recalculating’ - we’ve all been�there!
You turned too soon and suddenly a
pleasant journey becomes utter chaos
as you realize you can’t make a u-turn
as soon as possible since it’s the rush
hour and so you make for the first
side street only to find the ‘Sat Nav’
didn’t tell you it’s a one way street. To
make matters worse you are now late!

Finally the red line lights up and you
are back on track - trusting once again
every instruction from that voice you
have come to know so well even
though you have never seen the
person who speaks.

When we pick up the word of God -
the bible, there is instruction for every
twist and turn in life. But first we must
get onto the right road to begin with.
It is the road to Heaven and it is the
safest road for our lives but more
importantly if our eternal destination
is to be Heaven.

The bible speaks of two roads - one is
broad with many people on it and it 

leads to Hell, while
the other is less busy - it is a narrow
road but leads to Heaven.

You see the majority are not always
right. Recently on the M25 I
encountered � road works that gave
the driver the choice of a single lane
or a double lane. Now most were
going for the faster single lane but I
choose the double. Shortly after there
was an accident on the single lane
which totally blocked it as there was
no where to go. What seemed a good
choice for the majority turned out to
be a disaster and I vowed never to
choose a single filter lane at road
works after that. The majority were
unwise!

The Bible tells us that there is a way
that seemeth right unto a man but the
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Recalculating ...

Jonathan B lack London

I am the way the truth 
and the life

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.   Heb 11v1

A high-quality tour, using the best hotels, excellent guides, good 
food and wonderful fellowship. We would love you to join us!

A Booking form is included with this magazine, or you can book 
using the website www.preciousseed.org

                 Trip to ISRAEL
9-19 September 2014

Volume 3 is now available

The Prison Epistles
by John Scarsbrook and John Bennett

New Testament Overview series of booklets

A clear and 
concise overview 
of the Epist les 
of Paul to the 
Ephesians, 
Philippians, 
Colossians and 
Philemon.

SPECIAL
OFFER
– buy all three 
volumes:
Vol. 1 – The 
Historical Books 
(Brynmor Jones)
Vol. 2 – The 
Epistles of Paul 
(Jack Hay)
Vol. 3 – The 
Prison Epistles 
(John Scarsbrook and 
John Bennett)

£10.00 plus p&p £2.50 = £12.50

This 12-page ,
high-quality, 
gospe l 
pamph let w ill 
be availab le 
short ly – p lace 
your order now 
by using the 
website or the 
order form at 
the back of 
this magazine .

£10.00
per 100 
copies
+ £2 .50 
carriage .

Order now 
to be sure 
of receiving 
your copies 
(each of Vo l. 1 , 2 , and 3 so ld out very quickly).
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important spiritual matters for you

This issue of ‘Faith Matters’ has beenwritten by a number of individuals whoare bible believing Christians and wouldlike to bring to your attention somereally important issues. 

Most of us would agree that our societyand world is grappling with major issuesmany of which seem quite insurmount-able. Financially most of the world’smajor economies are fighting tomaintain stability. In terms of morality,while many may feel that they have wonthe liberty to live as they choose, we arefacing many social and emotionalproblems as a result of this. Medicallythe world is stretched as it attempts tomaintain healthy communities and tofind answers to remedy major diseases.The problems are limitless and yet thehuman race with all its cleverness andingenuity continues to look for andprovide answers. 

As you read through this issue you willsee that we are addressing the greatestproblem that the human race faces i.e.sin and death. Life experience matchesthe statement of the bible when it says‘for all have sinned and come short ofthe glory of God’, Rom. 3. 23. No one’sperfect I hear you say, and you are right,but have you ever considered why? Asyou read these articles (if you can accessa bible it would be useful to check what 

it says for yourself)
you will not only see    

answers to why we are imperfect butyou will be asked to consider what Godhas done to rectify the problem of ourguilt and sin. The solution is stated insimple words ‘Christ Jesus came intothe world to save sinners’, 1. Tim. 1.15.
Some of the articles might be a littlestrange to you. For instance we have apiece on ‘loving your enemies’. This wassomething that Jesus taught that ismost unnatural and yet as you read it Ihope that you will see that He (Jesus) isthe prime example of how to do this ashe loved us and died for us when wehad no time for him, indeed we couldbe described effectively as His enemies.We also have an interesting story ofhow a man became a Christian; I thinkyou will find his story makes forinteresting reading. 

There are a couple of other articles butI’ll leave you to explore them foryourself. If you find this bookleta help to you or if you have anyquestions please contact me atstepcar61@me.com. If I can help I wouldbe happy to do so.
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The big issue?

Stephen G Baker Liverpool

“The problems are limitless and yet the human race with all its clevernessand ingenuity continues to look for and provide answers.”
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Books are available from the publishers shown (or from John Ritchie in the UK or Gospel Folio Press in Canada), and NOT from Precious Seed Publications 

A Faith that endures  Brian Croft
Paperback, 112pp . Pub lished by Day O ne Pub licat ions, Rye lands Road , Leom inster, HR6 
8NZ. Price £5 .00 . ISBN 978-1-84625-292-1 .              
This is another of the Day O ne ‘Refl ect ions’ series, and is sub-t it led ‘ M ed itat ions on 
Hebrews 11’, although in the closing chapters of the book attent ion is given to the 
Saviour’s endurance of the cross in Hebrews 12 and the exhortat ion to the e lders in 
Hebrews 13 , which is ent it led ‘Imp licat ions for endurance in pastoral m inistry’. 
In his ‘Introduction’ the author suggests very helpfully that the basic message of the book 
of Hebrews centres upon the theme of ‘endurance’, and that it is clear from the Epistle 
that what produces such endurance is occupation w ith the supremacy and glory of Christ. 
Faith is seen to rest in a Person and not a creed, the true believer is one who ‘holds fast 
to Christ through struggles and hardships until the end’, and BRIA N CRO FT, rightly, views 
the Epistle as being written to encourage its readers to continue in the faith. The ‘Preface’ 

is followed by seven chapters exploring the theme of faith’s endurance, beginning w ith Abel, Enoch, and Noah. The 
Christian is presented as one who must expect to suffer for the Lord’s sake and in those sufferings Christ is magnifi ed 
in the life of each believer as he depends upon the Lord for comfort and strength.
The consideration of the men and women of faith in Hebrews 11 is limited to key events in the life of each one, and 
only as they illustrate faith’s endurance, so that only one chapter is devoted to the lives of Abel, Enoch and Noah, 
and another to the lives of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. However, the author effectively traces his main proposition 
through the seven chapters, and, while the book is by no means exhaustive, it nevertheless provides the reader w ith 
suggestive subject matter for further profi table study of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
[O ur thanks to Richard Catchpo le , South Norwood , England , for this review]

A Lonely Path of Discipleship: A biography of George W. Hunter, 
pioneering missionary in remotest China  B. V. Henry
Hardback, 260 pages. Pub lished by Chapter Two , Fountain House , Conduit M ews, 
London . ISBN 978-1-853072-44-4 .
George Hunter’s life [1861-1946] is traced from early years. Apart from one furlough, he 
spent 57 years in Chinese Turkestan, modern Xinjiang, a primarily M uslim area. M ost of 
that time he served alone, though there was one fellow worker who spent eight years 
w ith him – Percy Mather.1 Based in Urumchi, he evangelized , going from village to village, 
and also d id a lot of translation; it was a rather routine and monotonous life, requiring 
endurance and commitment. ‘Hunter laboured – p loughing and sow ing year after year, 
in biting frost and ferocious heat – in a land of deserts interspersed w ith oases, of high 
and unbroken mountain ranges and of grassy trackless steppes, everywhere he went 

(often on horseback) he d istributed booklets and sold Gospels and New Testaments to the few ind ividuals among 
the untouched tribes who could read . . . contacting them in their w ilderness tents and in caves in the mountains’.
The author, having served the Lord in d ifferent countries, especially amongst M uslims, has sought not on ly to 
describe Hunter’s life and service but also to teach from it . He makes w ise refl ect ions, jud iciously incorporated into 
the narrat ive , w ith sound scriptural observat ions: for examp le , on d isappo intments in the path of d iscip leship , on 
the importance of intercession , on marriage to be of the Lord . 
This is a scho larly, serious work, we ll researched . It is historically informat ive and very interest ing: there is a 
detailed analysis of the region from early t imes through the period of Nestorian m issionary work on to the t imes 
of Genghis Khan and the days of the Silk Road . Then , through the Imperial age of the 19th century w ith its op ium 
wars, on to the present Communist age . It is a we ll presented book. Amongst other matters, there is a clear map , 
an aid to spe lling and pronunciat ion , an extensive b ib liography, photographs, includ ing one of Hunter in nat ional 
dress and of a statue of M ao Zedong in Kashgar; an append ix on Nestorianism , and an index. It is accurate ly 
translated from the original Norwegian .  
Here is a thoughtful book to mot ivate readers to determ ined service: high ly recommended .
[O ur thanks to Bryan Charles, App ledore , Devon , England , for this review]
Endnote: 1 M ather’s b iography ent it led The Making of a Pioneer is written by M ildred Cab le and Francesca French , (Hodder & Stoughton , 
1936). It is we ll worth read ing, as are other books by these Christ ian lad ies; for examp le , Ambassadors for Christ , Through Jade Gate, The 
Gobi Desert , Something Happened, etc.
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What’s up with Worship?  Gary M cBride
Paperback, 60pp . Pub lished by Gospe l Fo lio Press, 304 K illaly Street W est , Port Co lborne , 
O ntario , L3K 6A6 , Canada. ISBN 978-1-927521-35-9 .              
In re lat ive ly few pages the author has p icked up on a much neglected sub ject and focused our 
m inds on a matter of paramount importance . As the author stresses in his conclusion , ‘ W hat 
is be ing lost is a sense of worship as the be liever’s highest priority’.
In six fairly short chapters the book covers: ‘The Lord’s Supper and W orship’; ‘The Princip les of 
W orship’; ‘The Lord’s Tab le and W orship’; ‘The Pract ice of W orship’; ‘The Priority of W orship’; 
and ‘The Product ion of W orship’. W hat is part icularly he lpful in the author’s hand ling of his 
sub ject is his ab ility to deal w ith what has scriptural warrant and guidance , and what has not . 
Too often d iscussion about worship has centred around form and structure yet , as M CBRIDE 
states, ‘There may be the singing of hymns, read ing of the W ord , and praying, but all w ith no 
concept of what worship entails’.

GARY M CBRIDE provides much food for thought . H is hand ling of the essent ial d ifference between the Lord’s Tab le and 
the Lord’s Supper is fundamental to his treat ise , and of part icular value . As he writes, ‘Those who love much w ill want 
to spend t ime at the Lord’s Tab le learning from the ir b lessed Saviour. Worship w ill flow from this t ime spent w ith H im’. 
This is a book that should st imulate heart-searching as to what we bring to God . 

A tender plant from the dry ground  Timothy Cross
Paperback, 144pp . Pub lished by Day O ne Pub licat ions, Rye lands Road , Leom inster, HR6 8NZ, 
UK . Price £5 .00 . ISBN 978-1-84625-314-0 .              
This book is part of the Day O ne ‘Reflect ions’ series and is sub-t it led ‘A vision from Isaiah of 
the crucified Jesus’. In twenty short chapters the writer seeks to gather up the lead ing themes 
of Isaiah chapter 53 . From the Preface we learn that the author writes as one who be lieves 
‘Isaiah 53 d irects us to the heart of Bib lical reve lat ion as it d irects us to the Cross of Christ and 
the Christ of the Cross’. Later, in a chapter which clearly d isp lays the essent ial de ity of the Lord , 
he asserts, ‘A right view of Christ is impossib le apart from a supernatural operat ion of the Ho ly 
Sp irit in the human heart and m ind revealing H is true ident ity to us’. Emp loying an alliterat ive 
style , the t it le to each chapter begins w ith the letter ‘S’ and covers sub jects such as the 
suffering, sorrow , silence and sovere ignty of the Saviour. Considerab le use is made of b ib lical 
quotat ions which he lpfully d irect the reader’s attent ion to correspond ing passages in the word 

of God , and each of the chapters concludes  w ith ‘Po ints to reflect on’, covering both doctrinal and pract ical matters. 
This book certain ly provides a useful introduct ion to lead ing themes in Isaiah chapter 53 , and there is much about it that 
one could commend . However, readers should be aware that it is written from a ‘Reformed’ viewpo int and although not 
d irect ly deve loped , it is evident from a number of remarks that the writer be lieves Christ d ied on ly for the e lect!          
[O ur thanks to Richard Catchpo le , South Norwood , England , for this review]

C. H. Spurgeon’s forgotten prayer meeting addresses
Hardback, 291pp ., Day O ne Pub licat ions, Rye lands Road , Leom inster, HR6 8NZ, UK . 
ISBN 978-1-846-25-238-9 .             
Here are nearly forty addresses and in keep ing w ith Spurgeon’s many sermons they are invariab ly 
we ll-structured and straightforward . They are sub-d ivided under head ings: for examp le , on ‘ W e 
have seen the Lord’, John 20 . 25 . W e have an introduct ion , fo llowed by what they saw , how we 
may see H im , and what w ill be the result of that . In an address especially for young converts, he 
speaks of a co in on which you cannot see the date clearly, ‘If you cannot exact ly te ll when and 
where you were converted do not be troub led about the matter if you can d iscern the image of 
Jesus stamped upon you’. This is fo llowed by the ring, the taste , b it ing, we ight , and metal of the 
co in . W e have doctrinal and pract ical teaching in happy balance . 

Many of the messages here (twenty-two of them) are brief addresses prior to a prayer meeting, but they are also well 
thought out and are a real stimulus to prayer, refreshing to the soul, and full of exhortation.How easy it is to read these 
messages – they are a model of excellent communication. Spurgeon is heart-warming and down to earth, pungent at times. 
He uses analogies and illustrations from everyday life: the print of feet in the sand; a lady crossing the street in London; a 
miller at work in Spring time. He uses telling imagery: e.g., ‘If the Master really gets the rust off us, it w ill not be surprising 
if the file has to be very often used’. Succinct, pithy sentences are another characteristic: e.g., ‘To God there’s music in a 
groan and beauty in a tear’. Sometimes there is an imaginative approach – a traveller, called ‘A Sinner’, visits a house, the 
house of Justice, where inquiry is made of his name and from which he is rudely rejected; he then visits a second house, 
the house of M ercy, where again his name is inquired about but this time he is warmly welcomed and invited in. 
He addresses the o ld , young, rich , poor, husbands, w ives, etc., d irect ly, deve lop ing po ints specifically for the ir benefit . 
He is not afraid to denounce error, though this is occasional: infant sprinkling is a superst it ion; the union of church and 
state is sp iritual adultery. He speaks from the heart . There is much joy here , typ ified by the t it le of one address, ‘Sp iritual 
Springt ime’. Again and again whilst read ing these messages I simp ly wrote in the margin the word ‘de lightful’.
[O ur thanks to Bryan Charles, App ledore , Devon , for this review]        
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‘In whom we have . . . 
the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of his grace’, Eph. 1. 7.

Editorial
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I wonder whether those of us brought up in Christian homes really 
appreciate the signifi cance of these words. Having the inestimable 
privilege of godly parents, and an environment where the excesses of 
a sinful life were never known, our appreciation of the extent of divine 
forgiveness has been somewhat blunted.

Whilst talking to a fellow believer who had been involved in a prison 
ministry, he spoke of sitting over a coffee with an inmate. The inmate 
in question would probably spend the majority of his life behind 
bars. Having committed a multiple murder, involving some who were 
children, he realized that he was unlikely to be released. Even if he 
was, he spoke of the fact that he did not expect that his family, friends, 
or the wider society would, or could, ever forgive him for what he had 
done. His guilt, and the stain of his sin, would remain.

However, as a consequence of the gospel being preached in the 
prison that inmate had come to know the Saviour. The remarkable 
salvation of that man had brought a whole new perspective to our 
verse. Forgiveness! The record of the crime will remain etched in 
people’s minds. Society may not forgive, but God forgives. Moreover, 
the scripture states, ‘their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
more’, Heb. 8. 12. As part of human weakness, we forget, although 
some trigger may bring events back to our minds. God, in His 
sovereign power, chooses not to remember!

When the apostle wrote the words that form our verse, he did so as 
one who regarded himself as the chief of sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. He had 
been responsible for crimes against Christians, persecuting some to 
death. Whilst that burden weighed heavily upon him, he was deeply 
aware of God’s forgiveness. Like the woman of Luke chapter 7, of 
whom it could be said, ‘Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she 
loved much’, v. 47, God’s forgiveness determined Paul’s devotion to 
the will and purpose of God. What of us?

But as we ponder the contrast between human and divine forgiveness, 
let us also appreciate what the wonder of divine forgiveness tells 
us about our God. His forgiveness is ‘according to the riches of his 
grace’. How much God is able and willing to forgive is an indicator of 
the riches of divine grace!  Like the child who paddles in the shallows 
of the vast ocean, can we ever begin to appreciate the vastness of 
divine grace that provided such comprehensive forgiveness to guilty 
sinners? 

In this magazine we try again to provide material about the character 
of our God. May we all seek to immerse ourselves in these things that 
we might profi t withal!

   
JOHN BENNETT
Ministry Articles Editor



Introduction
By the time the events recorded in 
Revelation chapter 20 verses 7-15 take 
place over 7000 years of history w ill 
have expired since Adam was placed in 
the Garden of Eden. Throughout those 
millennia God has tested mankind 
under a series of dispensations w ith 
one constant outcome. The human 
heart has proved itself to be ‘deceitful 
above all th ings, and desperate ly 
w icked’, Jer. 17. 9.

Po lit icians and idealists of every 
persuasion are convinced that if the 
social, educat ional, and fi nancial 
conditions of people can be raised to 
satisfactory levels it w ill nullify all the 
underlying causes of greed, unrest, and 
injustice prevalent in society today. 
Vast resources of time and money 
are being launched into projects to 
achieve these naive goals, but all w ill 
be fruitless, for the problem is rooted 
w ithin man and not in his environment 
or personal situation.

The privileges of the 
millennial kingdom
The clearest proof of what has just 
been stated is to refl ect on the 
prevailing circumstances throughout 
the 1000 years lead ing up to verses 
7-8 of our read ing. This p lanet and 
its inhab itants had enjoyed the most 
benign cond it ions. D isease had been 
m inim ised , death was except ional, 
and the re ign of the K ing had been 
charac t erized by righteousness, 
equity and just ice . Food had been 
p lent iful, w ith harvests so vast that , 
as Amos prophesied , ‘the p lowman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him who sows the 
seed; the mountains shall drop sweet 
w ine , and all the hills shall me lt ’, 
Amos 9 . 13 . War, the scourge of all 
nat ions, had been erad icated; swords 
had been beaten into p lowshares, 
and spears into pruninghooks, as the 
rule of the Prince of Peace reached 

out ‘from the river unto the ends of 
the earth , ’ Ps. 72 . 8 .

Even the animal kingdom had reverted 
to the halcyon days of Eden. Isaiah, 
peering down the centuries wrote, 
‘The wolf also shall dwell w ith the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
w ith the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: 
and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox’, Isa. 11. 6-7.

In addition to the foregoing, Satan, 
the principle cause of evil, had been 
incarcerated in the abyss. Unab le 
to dece ive the peop le , they had 
lived w ithout his w icked infl uence 
stimulating them to rebel against the 
gracious edicts of Christ. Thus, it had 
been for the past millennium, and 
things could not have been more 
congenial for man to be content and 
live in perpetual tranquillity.

The fi nal rebellion
Sadly, Jeremiah’s summation of the 
human heart is once more demon-
strated to be true. As soon as Satan 
is released from his exile in the 
bottomless pit, he moves to the four 
corners of the earth and is able to 
dupe an innumerable army to rise in 
direct opposition to Christ. Throughout 
the kingdom age everyone had to 
comply w ith the rules of the King but, 
in many instances, this was feigned 
allegiance for, during those 1000 years, 
children had been born who had never 
been born again. As time progressed 
the amount of unbelievers living on 
earth would have increased until, 
numerically, they were like the sand 
of the sea.

Interestingly, Satan goes to the four 

points of the planet, farthest from 
the divine centre at Jerusalem, to 
enlist his deluded cohorts. Maybe 
these d iscontents had moved to 
the remote regions of the kingdom 
to be as far away as possible from 
the administrative centre of Christ’s 
rule, and it was there Satan fi nds no 
shortage of those w illing to enlist in 
his malevolent cause.

This rebellion is summarily crushed, 
not by means of a m ilitarily, or 
numerically, superior army but by fi re 
coming down from God out of heaven 
and devouring all opposition. Sinners 
are burned to death and Satan is 
cast alive into the lake of fi re and 
brimstone never again to be released; 
his eternal doom is settled . Thus, 
man’s fi nal act of rebellion against 
God is brought to an end; now he 
must face the consequences of every 
personal act of disobedience as all 
unbelievers are summoned to appear 
before the great white throne. 

The great white throne 
judgement
These fi ve verses must be the most 
solemn in the whole of scripture; it is 
man’s fi nal assize, from which there 
is only one verdict and one sentence. 
The only people that appear here are 
the guilty unrepentant of all ages and, 
having spurned the mercy of God, 
they w ill be eternally condemned to 
H is judgement.

The judge
A lthough many translations change 
‘God’ to ‘the throne’ there must be 
someone sat upon that throne and, 
as all judgement has been committed 
unto the Son, the identifi cation of the 
judge is clear – it is the Son of God. At 
H is fi rst advent He came to seek and 
to save. He had not come to condemn 
the world but that the world through 
H im might be saved, and to all who 
would take H is yoke upon them He 
offered rest to their souls.

In their hatred and mockery, men 
had plucked the hair from H is cheeks 
and spat in H is face, they beat H im 

By RICHARD COLLINGS Caerphilly, Wales 
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so severely about the head that H is 
appearance was marred more than 
any man. Now the tables are totally 
reversed. Such is the terror of the Judge 
that earth, the solar system, and the 
myriads of galaxies fl ee into oblivion 
as inanimate creation acknow ledges 
H is ineffable majesty. What John is 
referring to here is the same event 
referred to by Peter in his Second 
Epistle chapter 3 verses 10 and 12.

The judged
Two terms are used to describe those 
who are be ing judged . They are 
described in relation to their physical 
state – they are dead . When the 
fi nal rebellion is crushed every sinner 
on the planet is destroyed, there is 
not one left alive. However, others 
who appear at this throne have been 
dead for thousands of years, for it 
relates to the dead of all ages. When 
these people died, their bodies were 
separated from their souls. Now the 
sea and the graves yield up the bodies, 
and Hades gives up the souls so that 
once more soul and body are united.

Then they are described relative to 
their social standing, for they are 
called ‘great and small’. Whilst men 
place great emphasis on wealth and 
class distinction, God does not, for 
heaven’s estimation of mankind is 
based on a totally different set of 
values to those of earth. During their 
lifetime, many of those who were 
‘great’ would have disdained those 
who were ‘small’, but now they are 
on the same footing. A ll are guilty. 
The poverty of the poor and the status 
of the great are no longer of any 
relevance.

It is interesting to note that John 
says that these people ‘stand before 
God’ – on what were they standing? 
In the previous verse we are informed 
that the earth and the heaven had 
fl ed away so those being judged are 
actually standing on nothing, how 
terrifying! M any of these sinners 
once strutted around, often mocking 
God and swaggering in the ir se lf 
importance – now they are suspended 
solely by the power of the Judge on 
the throne.

The judgement
A ll too frequent ly we hear about 
miscarriages of justice. Guilty people 
are cleared on a technicality whilst 
others rece ive sentences that are 
either unduly lenient or excessively 
severe. However, man’s greatest act 
of legal malpractice and of judicial 
corruption was meted out to our 
blessed Lord for, at H is religious trials 
before the H igh Priests and H is civil 
trials before Pilate and Herod, He was 
falsely accused, pronounced guiltless, 
and then condemned to death. 

Now time has rolled its course and 
mankind is summoned to appear at 
this assize. No longer are humans in 
control; helpless they appear before 
the Son of God and, although they 
deprived H im of justice, He w ill ensure 
that the ir sentence is equ itab le . 
Sentence is passed on all who appear 
before the great white throne for 
two reasons: fi rstly, the presence of 
records in ‘the books’, and, secondly, 
the absence of a record in ‘the book’.

The books refer to the details of every 
sinner’s life lived here on earth; as 
seen by the all pervading eye of God, 
nothing is glossed over and nothing 
is exaggerated. Evil motives, blatant 
iniquities, secret transgressions, and 
every form of personal disobedience 
w ill be uncontested . No one w ill 
be able to challenge the validity of 
these details for the Judge who opens 
the books is ‘the Lord, the righteous 
judge’, 2 Tim. 4. 8. The purpose of 
these books is not to establish their 
guilt but the degree of judgement 
they w ill face eternally.

Having affi rmed their guilt through 
the record w ithin the books, further 
proof of the ir meriting judgement 
is endorsed by the absence of their 
names from the book of life. ‘This 
book of life is the register of all those 
from creation who have received life 
through Christ. The works of these 

sinners have made it plain that there 
was no evidence of divine life; this 
register confi rms that they never had 
d ivine life . The search over (“not 
found” suggests a search) and the 
name missing, nothing remains but 
the execution of the sentence and the 
sinner is cast into the lake of fi re’.1 

Conclusion
That no one is predestined by God 
to suffer this eternal judgement is 
clear from a number of scriptures, 
not least of which is the fact that it 
is described as ‘the second death’. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews teaches 
that man is appointed to die once2 
and hence no one is predestined by 
God to endure the second death. A ll 
who are cast into the lake of fi re w ill 
be there because their sins had not 
been forgiven, and because of their 
rejection of divine mercy obtainable 
through the very O ne who passes 
sentence upon them.

W ith humble thanksgiving we bow in 
adoring wonder know ing that we who 
belong to Christ w ill never face this 
terrifying judgement. Well might we 
sing the words of AUGUSTUS TOPLA DY,
‘The terrors of law and of God w ith me 
can have nothing to do;
My Saviour’s obedience and blood 
hide all my transgressions from view’.

Endnotes
1 ALLEN , J., Revelation, in What the Bible 

Teaches, John Ritchie.
2 Heb. 9. 27.

RICHARD COLLINGS is a member of the 
Precious Seed Trust. He provides the answers to 
the Question and Answer page.
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His Sign
Ahaz re jected the sign offered 
by the Lord , Isa. 7 . 11 , but his 
son Hezekiah requested a sign .1 
Therefore The Lord ‘brought the 
shadow ten degrees backward by 
which it had gone down in the d ial 
of Ahaz’, 2 Kgs. 20 . 11 . D id God 
reverse the p lanet’s cycle? D id t ime 
go backwards? It seems fantast ic 
but God pro longed the hours of 
daylight for nearly twenty-four hours 
for Israe l to defeat the ir enemy!2 
Contrast this w ith M atthew chapter 
12 verse 39 . God gives signs to 
Joshua, G ideon and Hezekiah , but 
not to apostate Israe l.

His Psalm
Isa. 38 . 10-20 .
O n ly two psalms are found outside 
the Psalter: one in Habakkuk 3 , and 
the other here .3 H is psalm is in two 
parts:

Hezekiah’s Great Grief, vv. 10-14 , 
w ith four metaphors of his perp lexity 
– tent; weaver; lion; b irds.

Hezekiah ‘s Great Grat itude , vv. 
15-20 , w ith three declarat ions of 
his purpose – ‘I shall go soft ly’ (or 
humb ly); ‘the father to the children 
shall make known thy truth’; ‘praise 
thee as I do this day’.

Hezekiah uses his experience to 
teach the peop le about the Lord 
and H is ways through Hebrew 
poetry, and God puts us through 
experiences that we m ight be of he lp 
to others in sim ilar circumstances.4

His Sin
‘But Hezekiah rendered not again 
accord ing to the benefi t done unto 
him; for his heart was lifted up . . . 

notw ithstand ing Hezekiah humb led 
himse lf for the pride of his heart’, 2 
Chr. 32 . 25 , 26 . cp . Rom . 12 . 3 .

Babylon heard of h is m iracu lous 
recovery and the sund ial regressing 
ten degrees, as we ll as be ing 
aware of the ‘victory’ over Assyria. 
Doubt less, they were seek ing an 
alliance w ith Hezek iah . The letters 
and gifts from the k ing served 
the ir purpose . F lattered by the ir 
attent ion , he let pride get the better 
of h im and offered h is visitors the 
grand tour. They assessed h is wealth 
and m ilitary prowess in order to 
gain an ally against Assyria. Isaiah 
round ly condemns h im for h is 
act ions, prophesying that Babylon 
wou ld take Judah into capt ivity. Th is 
occurred 100 years later. Hezek iah’s 
se lf-humb ling and sub ject ion 
to God’s word meant that the 
prophecy wou ld not be fu lfi lled in 
h is lifet ime . ‘Good is the word of 
the Lord which thou hast spoken . . . 
for there shall be peace and truth in 
my days’ , Isa. 39 . 8 .

Pride is one of the sins that God 
hates. W hen overcome by sin let us 
take a leaf out of Hezek iah’s book 
. . . se lf-judgement and sub ject ion 
to God’s word . W e must beware 
lest we sin when God tests us. 
Hezek iah’s lapse is described thus, 
‘God left h im , to try h im ,  that 
he m ight know all that was in h is 
heart’ , 2 Chr. 32 . 31 . How do we 
respond to trial and test ing? 

His Songs
Isa. 38 . 20; Prov. 25 . 1 .
Th is was the go lden literary age in 
Judah . Hezek iah writes psalms and 
songs for use in the temp le . He sets 
up a group of sp iritual men who 

are literary scho lars to copy out the 
proverbs of So lomon . It is be lieved 
that they may we ll have engaged 
in sim ilar work on the books of 
Genesis through to 2 K ings. They 
carry the royal seal of Hezek iah 
apparent ly. 5 

His Sepulchre
‘And they buried h im in the ch iefest 
of the sepu lchres of the sons of 
David’ , 2 Chr. 32 . 33 .

The po lit ical account adds ‘and 
all h is m ight’; the priest ly record 
appends ‘and h is goodness’; the 
prophet Isaiah concludes w ith , ‘For 
there shall be peace and truth in my 
days’ .

Desp ite some serious m istakes in 
appeasing Assyria and we lcom ing 
the Babylon ian ambassadors, each 
account concludes w ith a favourab le 
ob ituary. Here is a good k ing of 
Judah whose heart was right before 
God , he began we ll and ended we ll.

He loved h is God and was be loved 
of h is peop le , ‘and all Judah and 
. . . Jerusalem d id h im honour at h is 
death’ , 2 Chr. 32 . 33 .  How m ight 
our ob ituary read?

Endnotes
1 W hat shall be the sign that the Lord w ill 

heal me?’ 2 Kgs. 20 . 8 .
2 Josh . 10 . 12-14 .
3 2 Samue l chapter 22 verses 2-51 is almost 

ident ical w ith Psalm 18 .
4 2 Cor. 1 . 4 .
5 See J. SIDLO W-BAXTER’s Explore the Book, 

Vo l. 2; p . 147 . DR. JO H N LIGHTF O OT and 
DR. THIRTLE independent ly put forward the 
view that Psalms 120-134 are the songs of 
Isaiah chapter 38 verse 20 . They are ‘songs 
of degrees’, or steps. The on ly b ib lical 
reference to ‘degrees’ is in the account of 
Hezekiah and his father’s sund ial. There are 
fi fteen psalms of degrees correspond ing 
to the fi fteen years extension granted to 
Hezekiah . Ten are ‘anonymous’ re lat ing 
to the ten degrees by which the sund ial 
regressed . The central song is attributed to 
So lomon and four to David: fi fteen in all. 
See also: The Companion Bible, App . 67 , 
p . 97; Mark These M en, J. SIDLO W-BAXTER
pp . 121-134; Explore the Book, J. SIDLO W-
BAXTER Vo l. 2 , pp . 146ff; Exploring the 
Psalms, DR. J. PHILLIPS Vo l. 5 , pp . 8ff; O ld 
Testament Problems, DR. JA M ES W . THIRTLE 
1907 . O ld Testament Chronology , DR. JO H N 
LIGHTF O OT 1602-1675 .   
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M ost assembly trustees, and ind ivid-
uals, are now familiar w ith the 
D isability D iscrimination Act (D DA), 
but there seems to be less appreciation 
that most of the provisions in the 
D DA have now been rep laced by The 
Equality Act 2010 (the Act), which 
came into force on 1st O ctober 2010 , 
and has to be comp lied w ith. (The Act 
does not app ly in Northern Ireland).

The Act bans unfair treatment at work, 
and makes it unlaw ful to d iscriminate 
against, harass, or victimise a person 
when provid ing a service (which 
includes the provision of goods or 
facilities) or when exercising a public 
function. There are nine ‘protected 
characteristics’ (set out in Chapter 1 
of the Act) and these are: d isability, 
age, gender reassignment, pregnancy 
or maternity, marriage and civil 
partnership , race, religion and belief, 
sex, and sexual orientation. 

There is real concern over the possible 
impact of the Act on biblical teaching 
and practices. However, it is not the 
intention of this article to deal w ith 
anything other than the fi rst protected 
characteristic above, namely disability, 
to seek to provide some guidance on 
what add itional responsibilities arise 
under the Act. 

There is a wider responsibility
The Act p laces duties on ‘service 
providers’, which includes churches 
and trusts, and the premises used 
by them in connection w ith ‘church’ 
activities. The Act is about making 
activities accessible to everyone, and 
covers many forms of d isability.

There is a wider defi nition of 
the term ‘disability’
A person is ‘d isabled’ under the Act 
if they have a physical or mental 
impairment that has ‘substantial’ 
(meaning more than minor or trivial) or 
‘long term’ (meaning twelve months 
or more) negative effect on their ability 
to do normal daily activities. Some 
forms of d isability are obvious, such 
as mobility impairment (wheelchair 
users), physical (severe arthritis), or 
facial d isfi gurement, but some w ill 
be hidden (d iabetes, epilepsy, mental 
health). It is important that thought is 

given to the spectrum of impairments 
or d isabilities. However, what may 
not be immed iately appreciated 
is that those w ith cancer, HIV, or 
M ultip le Schlerosis, and some other 
intermittent or progressive cond itions, 
automatically meet the d isability 
defi nition under the Act, from the 
moment of d iagnosis, and are to be 
treated as ‘d isabled’.

There is a responsibility to 
consider the wider forms of 
disability
The Act is about more than making 
premises available for wheelchair 
users. There is the requirement 
to consider all the many forms of 
d isability, includ ing, hearing and 
visual impairment, reduced mobility, 
manual dexterity, and learning 
d isability. ‘Service providers’ are 
to take reasonable steps to change 
practices or procedures that make it 
unreasonably d iffi cult for a d isabled 
person to make use of the facilities 
and premises. This would include 
considering the physical access to 
all areas of the premises, the use of 
WC’s, notice boards, car parks and 
grounds, etc. This might include 
either removing or altering any 
physical feature which is acting as 
a barrier to the d isabled person, or 
provid ing a reasonable means of 
avoid ing it. A ‘physical feature’ can 
include: the design or construction of 
the build ing, an approach to , or exit 
from the build ing; fi xtures, fi ttings 
and furniture; or any other physical 
element. Thought should be given to 
wall, fl oor and ceiling colours. If the 
walls, doors and fl oors are of a very 
similar colour or texture, those w ith 
visual impairment may fi nd it d iffi cult 
to d ifferentiate between, for examp le, 
a wall and a door. 

A practical recommendation
It is suggested that comp liance w ith 
the Act should be reviewed as part of 
the annual trustees and/or assembly 
leadership . Such a review could assess:

● W hat ‘services’ are provided and 
how they are provided? 

● W hat are the barriers to peop le 
w ishing to use those services? 

● W hat do d isab led persons (as 

defi ned by the Act) in the congre-
gat ion or local community fee l 
would best respond to their needs? 

A list of priorities for action could be 
compiled , if required . Lack of funds is 
not a defence against the scope of the 
Act, in the same way that it was not a 
defence for non-comp liance w ith the 
D DA .  

A practical question
‘Can an assembly control who it lets 
its premises to? Does the Equality 
Act mean it could be forced to let 
its build ings to groups, or those of 
other beliefs, it would not w ish to be 
associated w ith?’

It is suggested that an assembly can 
insist that no activities, related to 
other religions or beliefs, take p lace 
in the build ings it controls; and it can 
resist letting its build ings to be used 
by particular peop le or groups on the 
grounds of their sexual orientation. 
However, to be immune from the 
Act, it is likely that the assembly or 
trust would need to show that it does 
not normally hire out its premises for 
payment. It is, perhaps, not unusual 
for an assembly w ith large premises to 
be approached by a smaller Christian 
fellowship to use their premises for 
a wedd ing, baptism , or conference. 
Such a ‘letting’ would not create a 
precedent for the use of the premises 
by any, or all. If, however, the 
assembly regularly lets out its surp lus 
space on a commercial basis then it 
probably cannot d iscriminate against 
certain groups, or activities. Churches 
have been known to be caught out on 
this, so it is a real danger.

DAVID J SIMMS is in assembly fellowship in 
Hurst, Berkshire, and is a semi-retired Chartered 
Surveyor.
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If, in any group of be lievers, the 
mult ip licity of op inions and ideas was 
unharnessed and allowed free re in , 
chaos and d ivision would ensue! That 
is why the Sp irit of God in 
H is w isdom , know ing the 
vagaries of human nature , 
has gifted and fi tted men 
to be shepherds of the 
fl ock, teachers of the Lord’s 
peop le , guides to show the 
pathway, and providers 
of suitab le sp iritual food to meet 
the needs of all, to ensure that each 
ind ividual fee ls valued , a part of the 
who le , an integral member, essent ial 
to the we ll-be ing of the assemb ly.

In the early days of Christ ian w itness, 
as souls were saved and companies 

o f be l ievers were formed in 
various localit ies, there was an 

evident need for teach ing, 
encouragement (o f ten in 
the face o f persecut ion), 
pastoral care , and a means 
o f ma inta in ing scriptura l 
order and stab i l ity . Th is 
was ach ieved as the 
apost les, or the ir designated 
representat ives, as in the 

case of Titus, under the 
guidance of the Sp irit of 
God , appo inted or ordained 
those in each church who 
man ifested the qua l i t ies 
later out lined in 1 Timothy 
chapter 3 , and Titus chapter 
1 .2 These men were called 
e lders, in recogn it ion o f 
the ir sp iritual maturity and 
moral authority. O n other 
occasions they are referred 
to as overseers; a designat ion 
w h ich emphasizes the 
work engaged in , rather 
than the man undertaking 

the responsib il ity. 3 The 
suggest ion of appo int ing, 
or orda in ing, does not 
invo lve some forma l 
ecclesiast ica l ritua l , but 

simp ly ‘ to ind icate w ith 
the hand’. It is important 
also to note that e lders are 

invariab ly spoken of in the p lural.4 

As the apost les passed away, it was 
necessary that order w ithin the 

churches was maintained . 
In ant icipat ion of this, 
the apost le Paul, when 
meet ing w ith the e lders 
from the church at Ephesus, 
rem inded them that it was 
the Ho ly Sp irit who had 
made them overseers;5 this 

act ion on the part of de ity was, and 
remains, the primary requirement 
for those who would lead , feed , and 
teach the peop le of God . Essent ial too 
is the desire in a man’s heart to give 
of his t ime and energy, using Sp irit-
given gifts, to serve as a shepherd to 
the fl ock; in 1 Timothy 3 , verse 1, Paul 
acknow ledges w ith approval such a 
desire . This asp irat ion would not be 
as a result of se lfi sh amb it ion , nor a 
craving for some posit ion of authority, 
but as p laced in the heart by the Sp irit 
of God . A t this po int , and indeed 
for some t ime fo llow ing, this may 
be known on ly to the Lord and the 
ind ividual invo lved .

As the work of the Sp irit in his 
heart begins to deve lop , he w ill 
give d iligence to fulfi l the qualit ies 
as out lined in 1 Timothy chapter 3 , 
and Titus chapter 1. These invo lve 
his home life , his church life , and 
his conduct before unbe lievers, 
‘them that are w ithout’. As these 
heart exercises cont inue , the e lders, 
and , most important ly, the who le 
company, w ill perce ive a man of 
moral authority, of evident maturity, 
and of good test imony.

Those already recognized as overseers 
w ill observe the manner in which 
other brethren conduct themse lves 
among the peop le of God . They w ill 
look for evidence of loyalty to the 
various act ivit ies of the assemb ly, both 
in the ir presence and the ir prayers 
– a w illingness to exhort , encourage 
and teach other be lievers, pub licly 
as opportunity is given , or private ly 
as need arises. O bservant e lders w ill 

6

In 2 Timothy chapter 2 verse 
2 the apostle Paul sets out a 
pattern for the progression 
and maintenance of the truth 
of scripture for succeeding 
generations. The ‘things which 
(Timothy) had learned’ would 
not only be the fundamental 
doctrines concerning the 
purposes of God and the person 
and work of Christ, but also 
the orderly functioning of New 
Testament churches as they 
were formed and established.

W ith regard to order and deve lopment 
w ithin each church or assemb ly, a 
number of features are made very 
clear in the aposto lic writ ings. It is 
evident that , although there was a 
know ledge of and fe llowship between 
the various companies of be lievers,1 
each ind ividual church was intended 
to be responsib le before the Lord 
for the ir behaviour, the ir sp iritual 
progress, and the ir obed ience to 
d ivine princip les. No precedent is 
found in the New Testament for any 
local assemb ly to censure , or exert 
undue infl uence , on any other 
company of the Lord’s peop le 
who are seeking to fo llow 
the New Testament pattern . 
Each church is made up of 
ind ividuals, often from a w ide 
d iversity of background and 
infl uence , which inevitab ly leads to 
a variety of views in certain matters. 
Thankfully, we are not meant to be 
clones, or cast in some rigid mould to 
sit , as one brother expressed it , ‘like 
crows on a w ire’! The local church 
should be a vibrant , energet ic, act ive 
p lace to be , excit ing even! And this is 
where the importance and infl uence 
of god ly e lders should be seen . 

By
JOHN

SCARSBROOK
K illamarsh ,

England
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know if others in the church have 
confi dence in a part icular brother, 
if they seek his advice and value his 
w isdom . The qualifi cat ion ‘apt to 
teach’, given in 1 Timothy chapter 
3 verse 2 , does not necessarily carry 
w ith it the idea of an ab ility to preach 
or teach in a pub lic sphere . Rather, 
it is an ab ility to understand and 
app ly the word of God re liab ly and 
appropriate ly in the manner required; 
a sim ilar thought is presented in Titus 
chapter 1 verse 9 , ‘Ho ld ing fast the 
faithful word as he hath been taught , 
that he may be ab le by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers’.

The man who would lead and feed the 
fl ock of God must , of necessity, have 
the character of a shepherd , not a 
sheepdog! An infl exib le , intransigent 
approach w ill not w in the hearts, or 
gain the confi dence , of the saints. 
That does not mean that he w ill 
comprom ise to accommodate , but , 
like the priest of o ld , he must be ab le 
to ‘have compassion on the ignorant , 
and on them that are out of the way’, 
Heb . 5 . 2 . There w ill be t imes when 
from a tender heart he w ill ‘weep 
w ith them that weep’, Rom 12 . 15 . 
He w ill ‘be gent le unto all . . . pat ient , 
in meekness instruct ing those that 
oppose themse lves’, 2 Tim . 2 . 24-
25 . He must , however, be prepared 
to resist false doctrine w ith fi rmness, 
and , if occasion arises, he must not 
avo id the app licat ion of scriptural 
princip les and pract ice in d iscip line .

Those who ‘watch for the souls’ in 
a company of be lievers soon realize 
that there are t imes when it can seem 
a thankless task! Popularity can be 
at a prem ium! Evaluat ions have to 
be made for the good of the church , 
which , on occasion , may not meet 
w ith the approval of all. Overseers 
must take the lead in endeavouring 
to maintain the unity forged by the 
Sp irit , in the bond ing power of peace 
and embrace any d issent ing members 
in the ir decisions. 

We can learn lessons from men like 
M oses and David , who in the ir t ime 
kept , led , and fed the fl ock entrusted 
to the ir charge . Perhaps the best O ld 
Testament examp le of shepherd care , 

however, is found in Jacob . Returning 
from Padan-aram , having been 
overtaken by the pursuing Laban , 
Jacob gave an account of his work as 
a shepherd . He spoke of his care for 
both o ld and young, male and female , 
his keen sense of loss for those 
damaged or taken from the fl ock 
by w ild beasts, the days of drought , 
the b itter sleep less nights, and the 
uncertainty of reward or grat itude 
from Laban . O ld Testament history 
provides pert inent lessons for those 
who would shepherd New Testament 
fl ocks!

Sad ly, it is the case in our day that 
many assemb lies of the Lord’s peop le 
are small in numbers, and the e lders 
are advanced in years. There is no 
immed iate opportunity for such to 
pass on the burden of responsib ility 
to younger men and , since there 
is no ret irement age in service for 
the M aster, they press on , faithfully 
seeking to maintain a test imony 
and a w itness; we salute them! In 
other cases, however, there are 

younger men w ith gift and ab ility 
who should be given opportunity 
and encouragement by d iscerning 
e lders. O ften , it is on ly when given 
responsib ility that ind ividuals b lossom 
and begin to show the potent ial and 
the comm itment latent w ithin . The 
possib ility is that o lder brethren may 
ho ld on tenaciously to every aspect of 
the work both sp iritual and pract ical, 
leaving a vacuum when they are called 
home . Returning to the introductory 
words of this art icle , ‘things learned’ 
should be ‘comm itted to faithful 
men’, who in turn would ‘be ab le to 
teach others also . Thus the succession 
w ill cont inue unt il the Lord returns 
and calls H is peop le to meet H im in 
the air.    

Endnotes
1 E.g., Rom . 15 . 26; Co l. 4 . 15-16; 1 Thess. 

1 . 7 .
2 Examp les of this are: Acts 14 . 23; Titus 1 . 

5 .
3 Acts 20 . 28; 1 Peter 5 . 2 .
4 E.g., Acts 14 . 23; 15 . 2; 20 . 17; Phil. 1 . 1 

(in the KJV ‘b ishops’, better, ‘overseers’).
5 Acts 20 . 28 .

JOHN SCARSBROOK is secretary to the 
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Introduction
O n the eve of H is crucifi xion , just 
prior to leaving the upper room for 
H is so litary vigil in Gethsemane , the 
Lord Jesus issued a commandment 
to H is d iscip les to do something for 
each other. In add it ion , He earnest ly 
requested them to do someth ing 
for H im . N early six weeks later, 
on the day of H is ascension , Jesus 
comm issioned those same Galilean 
men to do someth ing for peop le 
everywhere .

The commandment was that they 
love one another; the comm ission 
was that they expressed God’s love 
to the world through the preaching 
of the gospe l, and the request was 
that they demonstrated the ir love 
for H im in the Breaking of Bread . 
Th is commandment is permanent , 
the comm ission cont inues unt il the 
end of the age , and the request was 
for a specifi c season , having a defi nite 
cessat ion po int .

The season
It was never the Lord’s intent ion that 
the Breaking of Bread be cont inued 
indefi nite ly; it was designed to cover 
the interval between the descents 
of two d ivine persons, the descent 
of the Ho ly Sp irit at Pentecost , and 
the descent of the Lord to the air to 
‘rece ive from the world H is own’. Put 
another way, it covers the period of 
the physical absence of our Saviour. 
This was not conveyed to the d iscip les 
in the upper room , but was revealed 
by the ascended Lord d irect ly to the 
apost le Paul several years later, ‘For I 
have rece ived of the Lord that which 
also I de livered unto you . . . for as 
often as ye eat this bread , and drink 
this cup , ye do shew the Lord’s death 
t ill he come’, 1 Cor. 11 . 23-26 .

W hen the Lord was w ith the d iscip les 
they needed noth ing symbo lic to 
rem ind them of H im; ne ither w ill we 
when He returns, for we shall see H im 
and be w ith H im . However, at present 
He is out of sight , and , therefore , 
in order that we may cont inually 
appreciate H im and what He has 
done , He requested that we should 
perpetuate the Breaking of Bread . 
W hilst it has often been remarked 
that the Lord Jesus said ‘this do in 
remembrance of me’, i.e ., He made 
no reference to our forgett ing, most 
of us recognize the variab ility of our 
affect ions, and acknow ledge we have 

the potent ial to forget H im , just like 
the chief but ler d id to Joseph .

The setting
Each of the synoptic gospel writers 
supp ly amp le evidence to show that 
the inauguration of the Lord’s Supper 
took p lace on the night Judas Iscariot 
kissed Jesus, and identifi ed H im to 
the mob that had come to arrest H im . 
However, it is in Paul’s First Epistle 
to the Corinthians where the setting 
is dramatically and exp licitly stated , 
‘The Lord Jesus the same night in 
which he was betrayed took bread’, 1 
Cor. 11 . 23 . W hile Judas was outside, 
p lotting w ith those who hated H im , 
the Lord was inside expressing H is 
love for us. W hile Judas was outside 
p lotting to see what he could get , the 
Lord was inside talking about what He 
would give – H is body and H is blood .  

JO H N M ORRISO N  captures this po int 
in his hymn , 

’Twas on that night,
   when doomed to know ,

The eager rage of every foe, 
   That night in which he was 

betrayed, 
The Saviour of the world took bread’. 

Perhaps this po int is emphasized in 
the F irst Ep ist le to the Corinthians 
to expose the appalling behaviour 
d isp layed by many of them as they 

came together (supposed ly) to eat the 
Lord’s Supper. Against the backdrop 
of the so lemnity of its inst itut ion , 
many o f the Corinth ians w ere 
part icipat ing in the remembrance of 
the Lord in a care less and se lf-centred 
manner.

The symbols
Each account we have o f the 
inaugurat ion of the Lord’s Supper 
states clearly that the symbo ls to be 
used are bread and a cup , the cup 
be ing used by way of metonymy for 
its contents which , as M atthew and 
M ark ind icate , was the fruit of the 
vine . H ORATIUS BO N AR captures these 
requirements very succinct ly in the 
words, ’ O n ly bread and on ly w ine , 
yet to faith the so lemn sign’. W hilst 
w ine in Bib le t imes was red , Prov. 23 . 
31 , and the bread used in the upper 
room was un leavened , nowhere in 
the New Testament are we given any 
instruct ions as to the kind of bread or 
the kind of w ine we should use . 

As we think of these two symbo ls, 
we need to avo id read ing into them 
more than the Lord intended . W e 
know that bread is the product of 
wheat be ing ground in the m ill to 
produce fl our, and the fl our is then 
p laced in the oven to endure the 
heat of the fl ame . W e also know that 
w ine is the product of grapes be ing 
p lucked and crushed so that the ir 
juices fl ow to be matured into w ine , 
but these processes are essent ial for 
bread and w ine to be made . A t the 

P R E C I O U S  S E E D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 4
8

An overview of the Lord’s Supper
By RICHARD COLLINGS Caerphilly, Wales



Lord’s Supper the bread and cup 
do not symbo lize how the Lord was 
made fl esh and b lood – the focus is 
not on his com ing in but on H is go ing 
out , H is ‘departure’, Luke 9 . 31 JN D . 
Furthermore , ne ither the bread nor 
the w ine has any intrinsic re levance . 
The Lord se lected two very ord inary 
and inexpensive commod it ies that 
were read ily availab le , and conferred 
upon them a symbo lic re levance that 
far transcends the ir actual worth . The 
true cost of the bread and the cup 
does not re late to the ir monetary 
value but to what they represent 

So we have the two symbo ls, bread 
and w ine , and on that po int I recall 
something that JACK HU NTER taught 
many years ago .  He said that the 
fi rst t ime we read of ‘bread’ in the 
Bib le it is associated w ith a curse . In 
Genesis chapter 3 God said to Adam , 
‘In the sweat of your face shall you 
eat bread’, v. 19 N KJV . The fi rst 
t ime we read of ‘w ine’ in the Bib le 
it is also associated w ith a curse . The 
sad incident is recorded for us in 
Genesis chapter 9 , where we learn 
that Noah p lanted a vineyard and 
drank of its w ine . The consequence 
of his drunkenness was an appalling 
sin result ing in Canaan be ing cursed .

However, the fi rst t ime we read of 
‘bread and w ine’ together in the 
Bib le is in Genesis chapter 14 , and it 
is not associated w ith a curse but w ith 
b lessing. Abram had just returned 
from batt le , having slaughtered the 
kings, and M e lchizedek went to meet 
him bringing bread and w ine . H is 
fi rst words to Abram were , ‘Blessed 
be Abram of the most high God’. 
As we meet Sunday by Sunday, how 
thankful we should be that we are 
not under a curse but are those who 
have been b lessed by God .

The signifi cance of the bread
M atthew and M ark inform us that 
when the Lord Jesus took the bread 
and had b lessed it He said , ‘This is 
my body’; Luke adds ‘which is given 
for you’. In 1 Corinthians chapter 11 , 
Paul states ‘which is broken for you’. 
A lthough there is some debate as to 
whether the word ‘broken’ should be 
included in the text , we know that 
no bone of the Saviour was broken . 

W hat Jesus was teaching the d iscip les 
was that the bread was a symbo l 
of H is body, H is body sacrifi cially, 
vo luntarily, and vicariously yie lded 
up in death . The focus isn’t on the 
fact that He lived in a body and 
went about do ing good but that the 
body in which He lived was given 
sacrifi cially for us on the cross. You 
and I have a body in order that 
we m ight be capab le of living, for 
w ithout a body we would not have 
existed . Jesus took a body that He 
m ight be capab le of dying. How 
amazing – He , the source of all life , 
was go ing to d ie .

It is sign ifi cant to note that in 
M atthew and M ark’s accounts the 
Lord Jesus ‘b lessed’ the bread but in 
Luke and F irst Corinthians the Lord 
Jesus gave thanks for it . J. HEA DIN G in 
his commentary on M atthew teaches 
that , in b lessing, the Lord’s thoughts 
were d irected to the bread , in giving 
thanks H is thoughts were d irected to 
God . Thankfully, the actual words the 
Saviour used are not recorded in the 
Bib le; had they been set down there 
would be the d ist inct possib ility of 
quot ing them week by week in a 
mechanical fashion rather than w ith 
real heartfe lt appreciat ion . 

How amazing to think that the Lord 
Jesus gave thanks for something that 
was go ing to symbo lize H is body 
w i l l ingly o ffered in death! Tru ly, 
we shou ld take the bread w ith 
thankfulness, for He took our p lace 
and bore our sins in H is own body on 
the tree; therefore , our hearts should 
overfl ow w ith grat itude . Through that 
which the bread symbo lizes we have 
been wonderfully b lessed , but for 
H im the bread symbo lized suffering 
and death .

The signifi cance of the cup
The four writers referred to above 
all record that the cup symbo lizes 
the b lood of the Lord Jesus, but they 
also provide add it ional informat ion . 
M atthew states, ‘This is my b lood of 
the new testament , which is shed for 
many for the rem ission of sins’, 26 . 
28 . Not on ly are persons in view but 
also sins, so M atthew emphasizes the 
trespass offering aspect of the Lord’s 
death . M ark’s account reads, ‘This 

is my b lood of the new testament , 
which is shed for many’, 14 . 24 . 
No reference is made in M ark to 
sins; rather his focus is on peop le in 
general, ‘for many’, so he presents 
to us the sin offering aspect of the 
Lord’s death . Luke’s record is sim ilar 
to M ark, except that the b lood is 
shed for specifi c peop le , hence the 
Saviour says ‘for you’.

Another po int to observe is that in 
M atthew and M ark’s account of the 
Lord’s Supper the b lood is ment ioned 
be fore there is any re ference to 
the new testament , e .g., M atthew 
says, ‘This is my b lood of the new 
testament , which is shed for many for 
the rem ission of sins’, 26 . 28 . Luke in 
his Gospe l, and Paul in Corinthians, 
ment ion the ‘new testament’ fi rst , 
then the b lood – ‘This cup is the new 
testament in my b lood’, Luke 22 . 20 . 
M aybe the reason for this change is 
that M atthew and M ark emphasize 
the basis for all that we shall enjoy – 
hence the b lood is ment ioned fi rst . In 
Luke and 1 Corinthians chapter 11 the 
emphasis focuses on the blessings that 
are ours, hence the New Testament 
(or covenant) is ment ioned fi rst .  

Conclusion
To engage in the Lord’s Supper is an 
inest imab le privilege but it carries 
a so lemn responsib ility. The latter 
sect ion of 1 Corinthians chapter 11 
shows the seriousness of part icipat ing 
in a care less manner and thus it 
behoves us all to exam ine ourse lves 
and having done so to then remember 
the Lord in the beauty of ho liness. 

‘For the bread and for the w ine ,
   For the p ledge that seals H im
   m ine
For the words of love d ivine
   W e give thee thanks, O  Lord’. 
 [H ORATIUS BO N AR]

RICHARD COLLINGS is a member of the 
Precious Seed Trust. He compiles the Question 
and Answer page. 
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Paul was a worshipper, and his frequent 
ascript ions of praise towards the Lord 
fl owed from his Christocentric way 
of thinking. As he closes this joyful 
letter, he concentrates on God and 
H is grace afresh , leaving the reader a 
de lightful savour to contemp late w ith 
re lish . To the apost le every prob lem 
in the Ep ist le to the Philipp ians is 
so lub le by looking to Christ . M ARTIN  
notes the posit ional sign ifi cance of 
the doxo logy in the letter, saying:

‘”The doxo logy fl ows from the joy 
of the who le Ep ist le”, says Benge l, 
i.e . it is Paul’s fi tt ing response to 
all the things which cause him 
joy in his prison experience . The 
liturgical Amen, lit . “confi rmed”, 
derived from a Hebrew verb “ to 
be fi rm”, underlies the truth of 
the doxo logy, as the writer and 
reader associate themse lves w ith 
the confession and own it as valid 
and true for themse lves’.1

As we close this book in ho ly scripture , 
we add our Amen as we ll.

Greetings to all
A fter a brief doxo logy, in keep ing 
w i th anc ient sty le ,  Pau l  closes 
h is letter to the Ph ilipp ians w ith 
sa lutat ions towards every saint in 
that assemb ly. N oted commentator 
CH ARLES ERD M A N  po ints out the 
slight amb igu ity of the Greek syntax 
in verse 21 , ‘The phrase “ in Christ” 
appears to be un ited here w ith the 
word “sa lute” rather than w ith the 
w ord “sa int ” .  E i ther connec t ion 
wou ld give a sat isfactory mean ing. 
The latter wou ld make the sa lutat ion 
equ iva lent to , “Remember me to a ll 
my fe llow Christ ians” . The former 
wou ld imp ly, “Extend my greet ings 
in Christ to every be liever” ’ .2 Either 
way, h is words are in keep ing w ith 
h is viewpo int from one’s posit ion 
in Christ , as we ll as the h igh ca lling 

of H is peop le; they are the saints 
– set apart ones who be long to 
the Lord H imse lf. Speak ing of th is 
Chr ist -centred th ink ing ,  M O TYER 
po ints out:

‘But the key to it all is in Christ 
Jesus. He med iates to us all the 
benefi ts and b lessings of God . 
M ore than that , he is himse lf the 
sum of all the b lessings, for the 
preposit ion is not “ through” but 
“ in”. He is not a channe l along 
wh ich they fl ow , but a p lace 
in wh ich they are deposited . 
It is fi na l ly because o f Christ 
that Paul is contented , and it 
is Christ whom he offers to us 
as the means and guarantee of 
our contentment . For Paul, the 
person who possesses Christ 
possesses all’.3

A band of brothers
Paul was no lone wo lf, as is borne out 
in verse 21 , ‘The brethren which are 
w ith me greet you’. He customarily 
worked w ith others. Throughout his 
m inistry he mentored younger men 
like Timothy, Titus, Luke , and others, 
Acts 20 . 4 . Even the Philipp ians’ own 
messenger, Epaphrod itus, had tarried 
in Rome to assist the imprisoned 
apost le , Phil. 2 . 25 . 

In chapter 1 Pau l spoke o f the 
mu lt ip le evange list ic opportun it ies 
that his incarcerat ion provided , 1 . 
12-13 . Truly, his bonds brought more 
peop le into the church , for he says 
next , ‘A ll the saints salute you , chiefl y 
they that are of Caesar’s househo ld’, 
4 . 22 . A lthough this probab ly refers to 
servants or so ld iers assigned to work 
in the emperor’s home , it st ill shows 
the astonishing spread of the glad 
t id ings. A t the beginning of the book 
of Acts there was a comparat ive ly 
small number of Christ ians in the 
world . Now just a few decades later 

there were be lievers in the presence 
of Caesar himse lf! Such is the power 
and w isdom of the omnipotent and 
loving God . He can penetrate any 
strongho ld in this world w ith H is 
good news.
 
Amazing, ever-present grace
It is appropriate that the ep ist le closes 
w ith renewed reference to the Lord’s 
grace , v. 23 . H is goodness and d ivine 
generosity w ill cont inue w ith the 
Philipp ian saints. Every sect ion of this 
letter is permeated by grace . Rather 
than rail against his preaching rivals, 
he chose to re jo ice in the ir sub ject; 
‘Christ is preached’, he exulted , 1 . 
18! W hen he could have berated 
them for the ir deve lop ing d isunity, 
he instead lifted the ir m inds to think 
of Christ ’s unparalle led att itude that 
resulted in unequalled hum ility and 
subsequent glorifi cat ion , 2 . 5-11 . 
Even h is at tack on serious fa lse 
teaching breathes forth grace rather 
than b itterness – he says in effect , 
‘Re ject the error and strive for Christ 
and H is upward calling’, 3 . 10-14 . 
F ina l ly, in chapter 4 , h is rebuke 
and correct ion for the d isagree ing 
servants is ever so brief; much more 
space is devoted to joy, peace and 
the other graces that be lievers enjoy 
in Christ . The climact ic fi nal sect ion 
offers grat itude to the saints, but puts 
the real thankfulness and attent ion 
square ly where it be longs, upon the 
living God H imse lf.

Endnotes
1  RALPH P. M ARTIN , Philippians: An 

Introduction and Commentary . Downers 
Grove , IL: IVP, 1987 , pg.  189 .

2 C. R. ERD M A N , Philippians. Philade lphia: 
W estm inster Press, 1977 , pg. 152 .

3 J. A . M OTYER, The M essage of Philippians. 
Downers Grove , Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press, 
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Chapter 4, verses 21-23: Closing Blessings and Salutations



O ne of the great wonders 
of scripture is that our 
God has made each 
and every one of us a 
kingdom of priests unto 
H imse lf in order that 
we m ight worship , and 
magn ify H is great and 
glorious name . Like so 
many of the themes in 
scripture , the sub ject of 
the priesthood , especially 
that of the Great H igh 
Priest , is inexhaust ib le . 
The more we look at this 
sub ject , and in part icular 
the robes that the H igh 
Priest wore , the more we 
see of the beauty and 
grandeur o f our Great 
H igh Priest . 

There are three terms 
that occur throughout the scriptures 
re lat ive to the priesthood: priests; 
H igh Priest , and Great H igh Priest . 
W e can learn simp le lessons from 
these .

The Priests 
They were all members of the tribe 
of Levi, and the ir on ly claim to the 
priesthood was that they were ‘sons’ . 
Consequent ly, there was no lim it on 
the number of priests; it was based 
ent ire ly on the size of the fam ily, and 
the ir funct ion was to m in ister in ho ly 
th ings. The sp iritual app licat ion is that 
we are a ‘royal priesthood’ , because 
we are sons! ‘And because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Sp irit 
of h is Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father’ , Gal. 4 . 6 . Tremendous 
to th ink that we a lso be long to 
an ‘un lim ited’ host , as every tru ly 
bornagain be liever is a ho ly priest . 
Therefore , it is our privilege and 
responsib ility to do service in ho ly 
th ings for our Great H igh Priest .

The High Priest 
Aaron was the fi rst to be appo inted 
to th is offi ce . He was then succeeded 
by h is son , and so it cont inued 
do w n through the generat ions. 
H istory wou ld ind icate that from 
Aaron to the t imes of Christ there 
w ere approx imate ly e ighty w ho 
he ld th is posit ion . Each and every 

He supersedes all others, 
because of H is end less 
life , and H is change less 
m inistry. Yesterday, today 
and forever, He is the 
same; He changes not . 

A  quest ion w h ich has 
puzzled many is ‘how and 
when was M e lch izedek 
appo inted to be a priest 
of the most H igh God?’ 
Care fu l  study o f  the 
scr ip tures w i l l  revea l 
that  God a l ways had 
H is priests, long before 
the inaugurat ion of the 
Aaron ic priesthood . God 
is a God of order, and we 
w ill see that th is funct ion 
is a God-given , and God-
d ire c t e d ,  progress ive 
serv ice wh ich deve lops 

in accordance w ith H is m ind and 
w ill . W e note that , in the beginn ing, 
every man was h is own priest , e .g. , 
Adam , N oah , Abram , etc. However, 
in Exodus chapter 12 , at the t ime 
of the great de liverance from Egypt , 
we see the head o f each house 
offi ciat ing as a priest on beha lf of 
a ll these who were in the house . 
The head of the house offered an 
acceptab le sacrifi ce unto God in 
order that God cou ld b less them . 
Then ,  in a further deve lopment , 
God , in the w ilderness, se lects the 
tribe of Levi in preference to the 
other tribes, and appo ints them to 
act in priest ly service unto H im . O ut 
from the tribe of Levi one man is 
chosen to be the H igh Priest , and 
so succession o f the human l ine 
begins, passing from father to son 
down through the ages, unt il we 
come to the days of Caiaphas when 
the earth ly priesthood is ended by 
the work and worth of Christ on 
the cross. A fter H is aton ing death 
on the cross, He passed through the 
ve il , sat down on the right hand of 
the M ajesty on H igh , and took upon 
H imse lf the m in istry of intercession 
on behalf of H is peop le . 

JOHN HALL is in fe llowship in the assembly 
meeting at  Woodfi e ld Gospe l Hall, Harrogate, 
England. This is his fi rst series of articles for 
Precious Seed Internationa l.
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one wou ld be d ifferent in nature , 
and in character. The on ly reason 
for change was death , Heb . 7 . 23 . 
Consequent ly, a changing priesthood 
meant an imperfect priesthood , and 
an inconsistent priesthood . Hence 
the great need for:

The Great High Priest 
There is O ne and on ly O ne great 
H igh Priest , the man Christ Jesus! 
W e know that He d id not come out 
of the Aaron ic order, nor was He 
from the priest ly tribe of Levi. He 
was from the k ingly tribe of Judah . 
The scriptures te ll us that our Great 
H igh Priest rece ived H is comm ission 
d irect from the Father, ‘The Lord 
hath sworn and w ill not repent , Thou 
art a priest for ever after the order of 
M e lch izedek’ , Ps. 110 . 4 .
 
M e lch izedek , that mysterious man 
who came to Abram after his batt le 
w ith ungod ly kings, was t it led K ing 
of Salem . This God-appo inted priest 
was a man of whom the scriptures 
record no trace of H is b irth , no 
earth ly record of his parents, and 
no record of his death . Hence , God 
uses M e lchizedek to illustrate the 
po int of a never end ing priesthood , 
to which He appo inted our Saviour 
who is w ithout ‘beginning of days, 
nor end of life’. So it is that our 
Saviour d id not inherit H is priesthood 
by earth ly succession; He cont inues 
forever, praise God! Consequent ly, 



The question is posed, ‘Art thou 
greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead?’ John 8. 53. 
Unequivocally, Luke states of 
Christ, ‘He shall be great’. He is 
our great High Priest, the great 
King, the great Shepherd and 
the great God and our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. He is personally 
great in goodness and beauty, 
and He proffers great love and a 
‘so great salvation’.

Let us consider Christ , a greater 
than Abraham .

Abraham and his Frequency 
of Mention
There are about 300 references 
to Abram/Abraham in the 
concordance . Fourteen out of fi fty 
chapters of Genesis record his 
history. Twe lve verses out of forty 
in Hebrews 11 speak of his faith . 
Stephen allocates seven verses in 
Acts chapter 7 to this man . 

But Christ is greater even in the 
space devoted to H im: ‘Christ in 
all the scriptures’. John would go 
further in stat ing, ‘And there are 
also many other things which Jesus 
d id , the which , if they should be 
written every one , I suppose 
that even the world itse lf 
could not contain 
the books that 
should be 
written . 
Amen’, 
John 
21 . 25 . 
W ho can 
compare 
w ith H im?

Abraham and his Faith
Paul in Romans, James in his 
Ep ist le , and the writer of Hebrews 
all make much of Abraham’s faith . 
It is truly impressive , given his 
background , that he be lieved God , 
obeyed H is commands, 
and trusted H is prom ises, 
Gen . 12 . 1-3 .

Yet , of Christ we read , 
‘the author and fi nisher 
of our faith’, Heb . 12 . 2 , 
literally, the Pioneer and 
Perfecter of faith . Abraham could 
never claim such a d ist inct ion . 
Christ is unique . Psalm 16 begins, 
‘Preserve me , O  God: for in thee 
do I put my trust ’. ‘He trusted on 
the Lord that he would de liver 
him: let him de liver him , see ing 
he de lighted in him . But thou art 
he that took me out of the womb: 
thou d idst make me hope when 
I was upon my mother’s breasts. 
I was cast upon thee from the 
womb: thou art my God from my 
mother’s be lly’, Ps. 22 . 8-10 (here 
hope means trust).

H is enem ies confi rmed Christ ’s 
faith w ith the use of a 
Hebrew word for ‘trusted’, 

which occurs on ly here in 
the Bib le , and ind icates 
ro lling the burden 

who lly and comp lete ly 
upon the Lord , M att . 
27 . 43 . 

The nine-fo ld fruit 
of the Sp irit is 

seen in all its 
fullness in Christ 

and includes 
faith . The 

abso lute dependence of Christ 
upon H is Father during H is earthy 
life  of  thirty-three years as a man 
and a bondservant is remarkab le . 
Not even in the w ilderness am idst 
w ild beasts, having fasted forty 

days, could Satan cause 
our b lessed Lord to act 
independent ly of H is 
Father. W hat faith!

It was, of course , in the 
exercise of faith that 
Abraham occasionally 

failed . He could not trust God in a 
fam ine and went down to Egypt . 
He could not wait God’s t ime for 
the prom ised seed to be born and 
w ith Sarah’s co-operat ion took 
Hagar and produced Ishmae l and 
not Isaac!

However, of Christ it is written , 
‘He shall not fail nor be 
d iscouraged’, Isa. 42 . 4 . Abraham 
failed in his strongest po int , faith; 
Christ never failed , having no 
strong or weak po ints. In Christ 
faith exce ls.

Abraham, the Friend of God
How unique is this t it le bestowed 
on Abraham and referred to 
on three occasions! It has been 
suggested that two features 
mark friendship: faithfulness and 
fe llowship .

(i) Faithfulness - the fi de lity of 
Abraham was never more great ly 
tested than when God asked him 
to offer Isaac as a burnt offering. 
Isaac was m iraculously conce ived 
and born when Abraham was 100 
years o ld . In him were vested 
all God’s covenant prom ises yet , 
Abraham is be ing asked to offer 
his on ly son Isaac, whom he 
loved . How incred ib le to read , 
‘And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning and sadd led his ass’, Gen . 
22 . 3! And again , ‘I and the lad 
w ill go yonder and worship and 
come again to you’, v. 5 . There 
was no re luctance to obey the 
Lord . Indeed , he had such imp licit 
faith in God that he be lieved God 
would raise Isaac from the dead , 
if this was necessary to fulfi l H is 
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prom ises. Abraham’s fi de lity was 
born out of Abraham’s faith , ‘God 
w ill provide (out of) himse lf a (the) 
lamb for a burnt offering’.

Abraham is the fi rst of ten peop le 
in our Bib le described as faithful, 
the last be ing Ant ipas, ‘my faithful 
martyr’, Rev. 2 . 13 .

‘But the Lord is faithful’, 2 Thess. 
3 . 3 . He is ‘faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins’1. He was ‘the 
faithful w itness’2 during the years 
of his m inistry on earth . He w ill 
be the faithful Warrior when He 
comes forth to engage H is foes. 
Current ly, He is a ‘faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God’3. 
H is faithfulness not on ly extends 
towards us, but He was ‘faithful 
to him that appo inted him’. 
O ur b lessed Lord can never be 
accused of unfaithfulness, un like 
the best of men , even Abraham! 
Undoubted ly, our Lord’s greatest 
act of obed ience to H is Father was 
Calvary. No subst itute was found 
for H im , as there was for Isaac. 
Christ was the subst itute!

(ii) Fellowship - friendship includes 
fe llowship . Abraham’s fe llowship 
w ith God is right ly acclaimed in 
scripture . In half of the fourteen 
chapters of Genesis that speak 
of Abraham , there is sp iritual 
communion between God and H is 
friend . God appears to Abraham 
on seven occasions. W e read of 
Abraham’s worship , the fi rst use 
of the word in scripture . W e learn 
of Abraham’s intercession for Lot , 
and the cit ies of the p lain . Though 
Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed Lot was de livered . W e 
see God and two ange ls visit ing 
Abraham’s tent and taking lunch . 
W hat an unimaginab le privilege!

Consider Christ ’s fe llowship 
w ith H is Father. Think of the 
nights spent in the mountains in 
communion w ith the Father. He 
d id and said on ly those things 
that He had seen and heard in 
conversat ion w ith H is God . ‘I do 
always those things that p lease 
H im’.4 Isaiah’s third servant song 

records, ‘The Lord God hath 
opened m ine ear’,5 and , ‘The Lord 
God . . . he wakeneth morning by 
morning, he wakeneth m ine ear 
to hear as the learned (disciple)’, v 
4 . H is prayer life is recorded for us 
part icularly by Luke . M ed itate on 
the loft iness of H is H igh Priest ly 
prayer in John chapter 17 , or 
experience the agony of H is prayer 
w ith strong crying and tears in 
Gethsemane . W hat an intercessor 
He was! ‘Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do’, 
Luke 23 . 34 . Three of the seven 
utterances at the cross were 
‘prayers’.

Abraham , the friend of God? Thank 
God ‘there is a friend that st icketh 
closer than a brother’, Prov. 18 . 
24 .  ‘Faithful are the wounds of 
a friend’, Prov. 27 . 6 . Christ was 
called ‘a friend of pub licans and 
sinners’, M att . 11 . 19 . ‘Henceforth , 
I call you not servants . . . but I 
have called you friends’, John 15 . 
15 . No wonder we sing, ‘ W hat a 
friend we have in Jesus’!

Abraham, the Father of 
Multitudes
Abraham was a patriarch , He is 
‘the father of mult itudes’, for 
such is the meaning of his name . 
He is the father or founder of the 
Hebrew race , the father of the 
faithful, and the father of us all. 
As the ‘father of mult itudes’ he 
incorporates the descendants of 
Ishmae l and Isaac. As the ‘father 
of the circumcision’ he is linked 
w ith the Jew . As the father of 
all them that be lieve , the line of 
faith is envisaged . As the father 
of us all, he includes even the 
Gent iles, who w ill come into 
b lessing in the m illennial re ign 
of Christ . Neverthe less, Abraham 
could never lay claim to the t it le 
of Christ , ‘ W onderful, Counse llor, 
the M ighty God , the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace’, Isa. 
9 . 6 , or, perhaps more accurate ly, 
‘the Father of Eternity’! As a 
father, Abraham has his seeds. 
The most important of which is 
recorded in Galat ians chapter 3 
verse 16 , ‘And to thy seed which is 

Christ ’. M atthew’s genealogy refers 
to Christ as ‘the son of Abraham’.  

O f any natural seed , Isaiah 
asked , ‘And who shall declare 
his generat ion?’ Cut off out of 
the land of the living, Christ had 
no natural seed . Christ ’s seed is 
sp iritual. Consequent upon H is 
trespass offering, ‘He shall see his 
seed’. They are the ‘many’ who 
are just ifi ed . David takes this a 
step further when he declares, 
‘A seed shall serve him; it shall 
be accounted to the Lord for a 
generat ion’. ‘Instead of thy fathers 
shall be thy children whom thou 
mayest make princes in all the 
earth’, Ps. 45 . 16 . Comment ing on 
this verse A . G . CLARKE states ‘It 
seems better to refer this verse to 
the K ing; the Hebrew pronouns are 
all masculine . Fruit of the M essiah’s 
union w ith Israe l; rulers estab lished 
throughout the who le earth . 
M essiah’s sp iritual descendants w ill 
eclipse in greatness and glory H is 
human progenitors. M en boast in 
the ir ancestry, Christ re jo ices in H is 
seed’.

Abraham and the Features
of his Life
Non-b ib lical literature suggests Ur 
of the Chaldees was as advanced 
in Abraham’s t imes as Egypt in 
M oses’ day. Abraham would have 
lived not in a tent but a house .  
Here are some comparisons and 
contrasts w ith Christ:

Abram left a luxurious home for a 
p ilgrim’s tent .
Christ left ‘the ivory palaces’ to 
become a home less stranger.6

Abram left his ‘country . . . kindred 
and his father’s house’, Gen . 12 . 
1-3 .
Christ left the sp lendour of heaven , 
the special re lat ionship w ith the 
Father in glory, and H is Father’s 
house .

Abram was chosen of God for his 
m ission , Neh . 9 . 7 .
Christ was the chosen O ne for the 
m ission God gave H im .

Abram had to take a long journey 
to a far-off land (Ur to Hebron).
Christ left heaven for earth . He 
bypassed ange ls in H is com ing to 
p lanet earth .
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Abram was redeemed by God , Isa. 
29 . 22 .
Christ is H imse lf the Redeemer and 
never required redempt ion .

Abraham met w ith M e lchisedek, 
the king-priest , ‘made like unto 
the Son of God’.
Christ is the K ing-Priest after the 
order of M e lchisedek. He is the 
Son of God .

Abraham rece ived bread and w ine 
at the hand of M e lchisedek to 
strengthen him .
Christ took bread and w ine and 
inst ituted the Lord ’s Supper, 
giving to H is d iscip les.

Abraham was the beneficiary of 
God’s prom ises but d id not see 
the ir fulfilment .
Christ was the sub ject and theme 
of all God’s prom ises and Bib le 
prophecies, 2 Cor. 1 . 20 .

Abraham requested that God’s 
covenant should be rat ified , Gen . 
15 . 9-17 .
Christ rat ified the New Covenant 
at the cross when He shed H is 
precious life’s b lood .

Abraham and his seed were flesh 
and b lood but sub ject through fear 
of death to a lifet ime of bondage . 
Christ ‘took part of the same’, flesh 
and b lood . ‘He took on H imse lf 
not the nature of ange ls but the 
seed of Abraham , w ith a view to 
he lp ing through his death upon 
Calvary. He dealt w ith Satan who 
was responsib le for the ir lifet ime 
of bondage’, K . W UEST.

Abraham’s greatest trial came at 
the end of his life – to surrender 
his son as an offering to God .  
Christ ’s greatest trial came at 
the close of H is earth ly life – to 
surrender H imse lf as an offering, 
w ithout spot , to God .

Abraham was buried in the cave of 
M achpe lah , which means a p lace 
of two doors suggest ive of death 
and resurrect ion .
Christ passed through death’s 
door on ly to leave at the other 
opening as He rose from the dead . 
Halle lujah , what a Saviour!

Abraham provided the type . 
Christ was the Ant itype .

Abraham and the Pharisees                          
In John chapter 8 verses 51-59 , 
the Pharisees claim that Abraham 
is the ir father and they his 
children . Christ contests the ir 
claim and p lain ly te lls them , ‘Ye 
are of your father the devil’. The 
Pharisees are incapab le of raising 
the ir thinking from the natural to 
the sp iritual p lane .

Christ states, ‘If a man keep my 
saying, he shall never see death’, 
John 8 . 51 . The Pharisees cannot 
see beyond the fact that Abraham 
and the prophets have d ied and 
been buried . They have refuted 
Christ ’s argument , or so they 
think! Christ is the Son of God 
w ith authority over death . He is 
ab le to grant , not natural life on ly, 
but eternal life to the man who 
keeps H is saying.

The Lord declares, ‘Your father 
Abraham re jo iced to see my day: 
and he saw it , and was glad’, 
v. 56 . St ill speaking in human 
and natural terms, they scorn 
such a claim . A fter all, this Jesus 
has not reached fifty years of age 
and Abraham lived two m illennia 
before . But Christ is the Son of 
God . He is not lim ited to t ime , like 
mortal men , He is part of eternity: 
the pre-existent and eternally 
existent O ne . Hence , the claim , 
‘Before Abraham was, I am’.  The 

ever-present , immutab le Son of 
God: before John the Bapt ist , 
before Abraham , and before the 
world was!  

Abraham recognized in this 
‘son of Abraham’, the Seed , the 
heaven ly Isaac. No wonder he was 
filled w ith exultat ion concerning 
M essiah’s day. He recognized and 
acknow ledged the Son of God and 
K ing of Israe l by faith in d ivine 
reve lat ion .  ‘And to thy seed , 
which is Christ ’, Gal. 3 . 16 .

The Pharisees, whom Christ 
prevented from stoning the 
woman taken in adultery in 
the opening verses, now take 
up stones to stone Christ for 
b lasphemy. How b lind are those 
who do not want to see?

Christ – a greater than Abraham? 
‘He is greater than the greatest; far 
better than the best ’!

Endnotes
1 1 John 1 . 9 .
2 Rev. 1 . 5 .
3 Heb 2 . 17 .
4 John 8 . 29 .
5 Isa. 50 . 5 .
6 ‘ O ut of the ivory palaces, into a world of 

woe , on ly H is great eternal love , made my 
Saviour go’, words of the chorus of a hymn 
by Henry Barraclough .

JOHN GRIFFITHS is an elder in the assembly 
at Port Talbot, Wales. He has written for a number 
of assembly magazines.



Seventy Sevens are determined
The Hebrew word for ‘weeks’ used here , 
shabua, is based on the word for ‘seven’, 
sheba, and it is legit imate to translate the word 
e ither as ‘weeks’, Dan . 10 . 2-3 , or as a ‘seven’ 
or a heptad or a ‘period of seven’ depend ing 
on the context . TREGELLES writes, ‘the word , 
however, does not necessarily mean seven 
days – but a period of seven parts: of course it 
is much more often used in speaking of a week 
than of anything e lse , because nothing is so 
often ment ioned as a week which is sim ilarly 
d ivided’.1 The term ‘weeks’ appears d ifficult to 
sustain in its normal English sense , for seventy 
weeks is less than a year and a half, and more 
t ime than this was required from the ‘command 
to restore and build Jerusalem’ to fulfil this 
prophecy. W e shall look further at what is 
be ing referred to by this expression when we 
consider the chrono logy of the seventy sevens 
in a later art icle .

The word ‘determ ined’ used here comes from 
a root meaning ‘d ivided’ or ‘cut’. This idea 
of ‘cut’ occurs later in the prophecy in verse 
25 , ‘the wall’ (or ‘cutt ing’), verse 26 , ‘cut 
off’, and verse 27b , ‘determ ined’ (a d ifferent 
word to that in verse 24). It rem inds us here 
that the seventy ‘sevens’, along w ith all of the 
predeterm ined purposes of God , are carefully 
measured and w ill be strict ly fulfilled . 

For your people and for your holy city
ED W ARD DEN NETT writes, ‘It must also be borne 
in m ind that this reve lat ion ent ire ly concerns 
the Jew ish peop le and Jerusalem . It is strange 
indeed that this should need to be insisted 
upon , considering the language emp loyed; but 
the tendency is so persistent in some quarters 
to exp lain away, by sp iritualizing, the scriptures 
which have in view the future restorat ion of 

the chosen nat ion , that it becomes necessary to 
affirm and to ho ld fast the ir manifest app licat ion . 
Gabrie l says to Danie l, ‘Thy peop le’, and ‘thy 
ho ly city’. Even a child , if he knows but the 
e lements of the New Testament , understands 
that Christ ians have no ho ly city upon earth . 
And should it be contended that it is the 
heaven ly city, new Jerusalem , which is here 
ind icated , it m ight we ll be enquired , when 
were its walls thrown down , so as to need 
rebuild ing? No , the city prayed for is the city of 
which Gabrie l speaks, as is evident from verse 
25; and consequent ly Danie l’s peop le are the 
Jews, and his city is the earth ly Jerusalem’.2

 
To take two examp les of the tendency here 
referred to , E. J. YO U N G app lies it to ‘the true 
peop le of God’ (i.e ., the church) and accuses 
Gaebe le in of trying to ‘restrict the reference’3 
by taking the prophecy to refer exclusive ly to 
the Jews while , more recent ly, JOYCE BALD WIN  
asserts that it concerns ‘the grounds on which 
God could forgive human sin’.4 By contrast , 
W ILLIA M  KELLY writes, ‘I wou ld ca l l your 
attent ion to this . . . all his thoughts are about 
Israe l and about Jerusalem . The prophecy is not 
about Christ ianity, but about Israe l . . . Some 
are start led and ask, Have we , then , nothing 
to do w ith “reconciliat ion for iniquity” and 
“everlast ing righteousness”? I ask, O f whom 
does the verse speak? You w ill find other 
scriptures, which reveal our interest in the 
b lott ing out of sin , and the righteousness which 
we are made in Christ . But we must adhere to 
this go lden rule in read ing the word of God – 
never to force Scripture in order to make it bear 
upon ourse lves or others . . . Thus, if we take 
the Bib le as it is, w ithout be ing too anxious to 
find ourse lves here or there . . . we shall not 
fee l that we have been taking other peop le’s 
property, and claim ing goods upon a tenure 
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Daniel chapter 9 verses 24-27
The Six Goals to be accomplished in the Seventy ‘Sevens’, v. 24

Verse 24 is a six-part out line of the ob ject ives invo lved in God’s p lan for the restorat ion of Danie l’s 
peop le and city. 

 Negative Positive

 1.  To finish the transgression 4.  To bring in everlasting righteousness

 2.  To make an end of sin 5.  To seal up vision and prophet

 3.  To make reconciliation for iniquity 6.  To anoint the Most Holy



that can be d isputed , but that what we have is 
what God has free ly and assured ly given us’.5 

Forgiveness of sin rests upon the same basis 
whether for Jew or Gentile, but the prophecy is 
concerned w ith more than simply the basis of 
forgiveness. It concerns the city of Jerusalem, 
the Jew ish people, the prophetic scriptures, the 
temple sanctuary, Israel’s sins, their promised 
M essiah, their great enemy and their eventual 
triumph; it is the prophecy itself which restricts 
itself to Jew ish concerns. 

To finish the transgression
The word ‘finish’, kalah, is quite common and 
used for a variety of purposes. It means to 
complete (in the sense of finishing a work like 
creation, Gen. 2. 1, or a building,  1 Kgs. 6. 38, to 
fulfil, in the sense of fulfilling prophecy, Dan. 11. 
36, come to an end, as in a period of time, Gen.  
41. 53; Dan. 12. 7, among other uses. We might 
say that it is the perfect word to use to describe 
the fulfilment of God’s eschatological (or, ‘end-
times’) purposes. 

‘Transgression’ here is a strong word, ‘combining 
. . . the idea of rebellion and self-assertion’.6 
In contrast to a term like ‘sin’, which is of 
a general character, ‘transgression’ emphasizes 
human w ilfulness in rebellion and revolt. The 
use of the article - ‘the’ transgression - would 
appear to refer back to the sins of the nation of 
Israel for which Daniel has made confession, for 
example in verses 5 and 11. A lthough Daniel 
used different Hebrew words in verses 5 and 11 
for ‘rebelled’, and ‘transgressed’, the prophecy 
addresses the same issue.

This expression presents difficulties for all three 
of the main interpretive schemes. There seems 
to be no sensible way, on the critical view , 
to understand the persecution of Antiochus 
Ep iphanes IV as somehow ‘fin ish ing the 
transgression’ of the people of Israel. Similarly, 
on the amillennial view , it is hard to understand 
how Calvary concluded ‘human’ rebellion. Some 
amillennialists would take the expression to 
refer to God forgiving sins and so putting them 
away, but the word ‘transgression’ looks at 
sin, not so much from God’s point of view (in 
the judicial or forensic sense of sin needing 
atonement), but from the human point of view , 
in mankind’s defiant rebelliousness. YO U NG , 
from an amillennial viewpoint, translates the 
expression ‘to restrain the transgression’ and 
asserts that ‘the interpretation to finish or 
complete does not seem justifiable’.7 However, 
although the Hebrew allows YO UNG’s rendering, 

it is not clear why the meaning ‘finish’ is 
inadmissible. In any case, Calvary did not restrain 
human transgression. BALD WIN says, ‘If [the word 
means] to be finished, we are being told about 
the final triumph of God’s kingdom and the end 
of human history’.8 

The problem, from a premillennial point of 
view9 is the question of how Christ’s return 
finishes human sin and rebellion, for there is 
still human sin during the millennium and in the 
final rebellion of the nations at its end, Rev. 20. 
7-10, because of the millennial kingdom’s Judeo-
centrism. 

The key to understand ing this prob lematic 
expression is the context of the prophecy: the 
restoration of national Israel. This means that 
‘to finish the transgression’ means that Israel’s 
‘rebellion w ill effectively finish at the return of 
M essiah to earth’, TATFORD . 10 

Here, then, we have the key idea of completion, 
and what it appears to be speaking about goes 
beyond the cross to the fulfilment of the work of 
restoration at the end of the age: the promised 
period of M essianic blessing.

To make an end of sin 
The expression ‘make an end’ is similar in 
meaning to ‘finish’ earlier in the verse and means 
‘to be complete or finished’. A lthough there is 
a textual variant here which reads ‘to seal up 
sins’,11 the weight of external evidence tends to 
favour the reading ‘to make an end of sin’. ‘Sin’ 
is a more common and general term than the 
word ‘transgression’ that has just been used, nor 
is there the article before the word ‘sin’ as we 
have before ‘transgression’.

A lthough, as Christians, our minds instinctively 
turn and think of the cross, yet as GAEBELEIN says, 
the words of this passage ‘concern exclusively 
Daniel’s people and not Gentiles but the holy 
city Jerusalem . . . The foundation upon which 
this future work of Grace for H is earthly people 
rests is the death of Christ . . . [but] Up to now 
the transgression of the Jew ish people is not yet 
finished nor is for them made an end of sins’.12 
Romans chapter 11 verses 26-27 tell us that at 
Christ’s coming, ‘And so all Israel w ill be saved, 
as it is written, The Deliverer w ill come out of 
Zion and He w ill turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob; for this is My covenant w ith them, when I 
take away their sins’.

To make reconciliation for iniquity 
The word ‘reconciliation’ here means ‘atonement, 
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propitiation, pardon or covering’. ‘Iniquity’ has 
at its root the idea of ‘to bend , d istort, make 
crooked , pervert’, hence ‘to commit perversion, 
do wrong, sin’. It is not simp ly the idea of 
iniquity but also of the punishment for iniquity, 
Gen . 4 . 13 , and the guilt associated w ith 
iniquity, Josh. 22 . 17 .

This third objective would appear straightforward 
enough, at first; the expression would most 
naturally look forward to the provision of 
spiritual forgiveness through the cross. This, 
after all, is the only righteous basis upon which 
pardon can be found. However, in view of the 
fact that the previous two objectives seem 
best understood in relation to national Israel, it 
seems better to also understand this objective in 
terms of national Israel’s experience of pardon 
in the future . ‘A lthough the basis for this 
was laid at the Cross, its effect w ill only be 
experienced when the nation looks upon the 
O ne whom they pierced and mourns repentantly 
for H im (Zechariah 12:10)’.13 Just as earnest 
prayer was a pre-requisite for the return from 
the Babylonian exile, Jer. 29. 13, so too, in the 
future, reconciliation w ill not be effected until 
Israel repents at the coming of the Son of God. 
Notice the time-marker: ‘in that day a fountain 
shall be opened for the house of David and for 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for 
uncleanness’, Zech. 13. 1.

To bring in everlasting righteousness
Liberal/critical scholars insist that we must not 
impose New Testament theology upon an O ld 
Testament passage. Thus, we must not think 
of righteousness here in terms of justification, 
as in Paul’s writings. Instead, they suggest that 
‘righteousness’ refers to ‘vindication’ resulting 
from Antiochus being defeated by the Jews in 
165 BC. However, if the defeat of Antiochus 
after the loss of about 100,000 Jew ish lives 
was to somehow provide Jew ish vindication 
(and it is hard to see how such a national 
catastrophe could be described in terms of 
divine vindication), then in what sense would 
this be ‘everlasting’? Instead, in view of the 
emphasis upon sin in the verse, and the fact that 
the word ‘pardon’ has just been used, it would 
appear that God is here promising to provide 
permanent ‘righteousness’ for the Jew ish people. 
This ‘everlasting’ righteousness carries overtones 
of other ‘everlasting’ things in Daniel’s prophecy, 
notably M essiah’s Kingdom, chapter 2 verse 
44, and particularly chapter 7 verses 14 and 27. 
Thus, righteousness here refers to justification (in 
Pauline terms) as well as the righteousness that 
w ill characterize Christ’s reign, Isa. 11. 4.

W hereas earlier items in the verse emphasized 
the comp let ion of an o ld , sinful age , here we 
have the bringing in of a new order. For Israe l 
as a nat ion , this age of righteousness w ill come 
on ly when Christ returns.

To seal up vision and prophet
The word ‘seal’ here is the same as the textual 
variant d iscussed in the second ob ject ive . 
Sealing could imp ly putt ing the finishing touch 
to a document , Dan . 12 . 4 , just as we put our 
signature to a letter, or, alternat ive ly, closing 
something so that it could not be opened , read 
or understood (see Danie l chapter 12 verse 9 
for this sense of a prophecy remaining ‘sealed’ 
and thus unfulfilled and not understood). Better 
st ill, BALD WIN  says, ‘To seal a document may 
invo lve closing it , but in law the meaning is 
rather to authent icate it w ith one’s seal and 
signature’.14

  
The ment ion of the word ‘prophet’ (not 
‘prophecy’, KJV , NKJV) alongside ‘vision’ here 
suggests not so much that the scripture w ill 
one day be complete, but that the time w ill 
come when there is no longer any prophetic 
voice either. This seems to point to the future 
consummation of all things – even the most 
ardent cessat ion ists wou ld accept that the 
church still fulfils a prophetic role in today’s 
world by professing hope in the return of Christ. 
The mention of both the prophetic message (in 
scripture) and its prophetic messengers thus 
moves this objective beyond simply the fulfilment 
of a particular prophecy to the fulfilment of all 
prophecies at the return of Christ.

Am illennialists, such as PHILIP M AURO , argue 
that ‘when our Lord ascended into heaven and 
the Ho ly Sp irit descended , there remained not 
one of the six items of Danie l chapter 9 verse 
24 that was not fully accomplished’.15 However, 
ALVA M CCLAIN  asks, ‘ W here in the period of 
the Acts can we find any “sealing up of vision 
and prophecy”? O n the contrary, it is during 
this very period and beyond that we find the 
greatest loosing of “vision and prophecy” in 
all the history of reve lat ion . But at the second 
com ing of our Lord in glory, which w ill take 
p lace at the close of the Sevent ieth W eek, 
vision and prophecy w ill no longer be needed . 
The W ord of God H imse lf w ill be present in 
visib le manifestat ion , and H is law w ill go forth 
from Jerusalem’.16

To anoint the most holy 
O r l itera l ly, ‘ to ano int a ho ly o f ho l ies’ . 
Accord ing to a crit ical commentator, this refers 
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to the re-ded icat ion of the temp le just over 
three years after its desecrat ion by Ant iochus 
Ep iphanes IV , ce lebrated ever since by Jews in 
the Feast of Channukah . In the O ld Testament , 
‘ho ly of ho lies’ often refers to the M ost Ho ly 
p lace inside the Jew ish tabernacle or temp le , 
a lthough other th ings associated w ith the 
temp le are also declared to be ‘most ho ly’.17

Therefore , Danie l’s prophecy appears to be 
prophesying the ano int ing of an actual temp le 
at Christ ’s return . This would seem to respond 
to Danie l’s prayer for the restorat ion of the 
‘sanctuary’ in verse 17 . Some commentators 
would argue that the ano int ing be ing referred to 
here is not literal, but , like Christ ’s bapt ism , ant i-
typ ical, ‘what is portrayed is the consecrat ion of 
the m illennial temp le (Ezek. 40), perhaps not 
so much by literal ano int ing w ith o il as by the 
presence of the shekinah glory (Ezek. 43:1-5)’.18

 
O ther commentators take the word ‘anoint’ here 
to refer to the fact that in the next two verses 
we read about an ‘anointed one’, referring to the 
M essiah, Christ. They argue that Christ, being 
H imself the fulfi lment of the O ld Testament 
dwelling place of God is in view , and that the 
reference is to H is anointing by the Holy Spirit at 
H is baptism, Acts 10. 38. However, the description 
‘a holy of holies’ is never used anywhere in the 
O ld Testament to refer to people, but is instead 
used to refer to things associated w ith the 
temple or tabernacle. One possible exception to 
this is the use of the expression ‘holy of holies’ 
to refer to Aaron the H igh Priest, 1 Chr. 23. 13. 
However, only the N ASB translates the verse this 
way; all other translations reject this rendering.19 
It seems hard to resist the conclusion, then, that 
what is being referred to here is the anointing of 
an actual temple.

Conclusion
There are four key ideas in this verse . F irst ly, 
in three of the ob ject ives, we have the idea 
of comp let ion: of transgression , sin and the 
prophet ic vo ice . Second , in the other three , 
we see the bringing in of something new: 
reconciliat ion , everlast ing righteousness and 
a ‘Ho ly of Ho lies’. Third ly, while the verse is 
concerned w ith the sp iritual issues of sin and 
righteousness, it is also , fourth ly, concerned 
w ith nat ional and physical recip ients: Danie l’s 
peop le and city.

This verse clearly lays out the terms of reference 
for Danie l’s prophecy. It is concerned w ith the 
nat ion of Israe l, and assures them a glorious 
future .
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In 2014 we have cause to 
give thanks to our Lord for 
His provision as the Retired 
M issionary Aid Fund celebrates 
its one hundredth birthday! God 
willing, the Fund will continue 
to contribute to meeting the 
needs of retired faithful servants 
of the Lord who have laboured 
full time on the mission fi eld. 
W e are mindful of the need 
for the future, until our Lord 
returns; Hallelujah! what a day 
that will be, and, let us never 
forget, it could be today!

In 1914 three of the Lord’s people 
saw a need and took steps to meet it, 
going forward in faith to provide for 
retired missionaries; they were true 
‘men of renown’. The three founders 
of the Fund were Mr. Arthur Boake, 
Dr. Eleazer Roche, and Mr. W . T. 
W ilson. They saw elderly brothers and 
sisters who had devotedly served the 
Lord in faith for many years returning 
home, often worn out by their service, 
but who were either unknown or 
forgotten by a fresh generation of 
believers. These three brothers made 
the provision largely from their own 
resources, for some years w ith little 
support , d istribut ing about fi ve 
hundred pounds per year to around 
twenty-fi ve retired missionaries. They 
continued alone until 1922 when they 
were joined by two other brothers 
and, at that time, they formed the 
Fund’s fi rst Council. Today, there are 
seventeen trustees who endeavour to 
provide a local point of contact. They 
try to visit local RM AF family members 
and speak in various assemblies about 
the work of the Fund. 

The Fund is an independent trust, but 
has close links w ith Echoes of Service 
and Interlink who have representatives 
on the Fund’s council of trustees. The 
aim of RM AF has always been to 
provide some form of fi nancial support 
to ret ired m issionaries who have 
served the Lord faithfully overseas. 
The Fund seeks to be an extended 
family and provides prayer support, 
visits where practicable, and regular 

updates on the comings and goings 
of members of the family. Many, but 
not all of the family, need and receive 
fi nancial support , th is be ing very 
much a mutual decision. The Fund 
also marks family member’s birthdays, 
hampers are sent at Christmas time, 
although these, like the birthday gifts, 
can  be sent only to those living in the 
United K ingdom . 

The fam ily has grown over the years 
and now has 225 members, of which 
the majority live here in the UK . 
D istribut ion of grants to these ret ired 
workers is now in excess of half a 
m illion pounds per year. It is clear 
from the 2013 Echoes of Service 
Daily Prayer Guide that there are a 
sign ifi cant number of long-serving 
m issionaries in the fi e ld who w ill, 
God w illing, at some po int in the 
not too d istant future be e ligib le to 
jo in the RM AF fam ily and , though 
we know that the Lord may come 
at any moment , we be lieve it is 
important for us to act ive ly p lan to 
cont inue to support both the like ly 
new members together w ith exist ing 
members of the fam ily. W e cont inue 
to look to the Lord to provide . In 
add it ion to regular grants, there are 
occasional special fi nancial one-offs 
such as funeral expense grants on the 
home-call of e ither a husband or w ife 
who meet the Fund’s criteria.

RM AF mainly supports workers who 
have served at least twenty years 
overseas and are of state-
retirement age. A few mission-
aries who came home early have 
also been welcomed into the 
fam ily because of special 
circumstances such as ill 
health. The trustees try to 
keep track of missionaries 
who have retired ‘early’ 
for other reasons and they 
are usually invited to join 
the family when they reach 
retirement age. 

As the Fund is ab le to support 
and encourage fam ily members, 
so we are encouraged by them , 
as they often write or email 

to say thank you . M any give an 
ind icat ion of how fi nancial he lp from 
the Fund has de livered pract ical and 
much-needed support:

‘ Many thanks again for your let ter, 
and encouraging words from the 
Scripture. I am very thankful to all 
concerned for the grant put into 
my Bank account .  It is such a help, 
and always so timely’.

‘A big thank you to the trustees 
for their most generous gif t which 
came the other day . I’m sure 
a lot will have to be spent on 
heating with the forecast of a hard 
winter. So I am so grateful for this 
generous gif t ’.

RM AF does not act ive ly so licit funds, 
but looks to the Lord . The result 
of faith and prayer has been amp le 
provision; the Lord is no man’s debtor. 
The main sources of fund ing are gifts 
from Christ ian Trusts and legacies, 
w ith ind ividual and assemb ly gifts 
making up the rest . W hile the Fund’s 
trustees do have concerns for the 
future because legacies, ind ividual 
and assemb ly giv ing, are slow ly 
falling in real terms, we also know 
our Lord w ill meet the need of H is 
peop le and so we cont inue in faith , 
‘H itherto hath the Lord he lped us’, 1 
Sam . 7 . 12 . 

W ith  the general fi nancial climate , 
and uncertainty over future state 
benefi t payments, there is a fi nancial 

cha l lenge for an upcom ing 
generat ion o f be lievers, to 

support ret ired m ission-
aries as generously as 

the generat ion that 
commended them 
to the work. 

W e va lue your 
cont inued prayers, 

never forge t t ing 
that in this turbu-

lent world we should 
always be listening for 
H is footstep at the 

thresho ld o f the 
door!
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his understudy Elisha, for surely this is 
the explanation of the repeated test of 
allegiance in verses 2, 4, and 6. Perhaps 
Elijah’s greatest legacy is seen in the 
ministry of Elisha, who must have 
benefi ted greatly from the example of 
his spiritual father, v. 12. The blessing 
of every believer, but especially those 
who teach in the local assembly, is to 
pass on the teaching of scripture to 
up-and-coming generations.8

Undoubtedly, there were occasions 
when Elijah was isolated in his service,9 
and this may have impacted on his 
outlook.10 However, w ith his name 
meaning ‘God is Jehovah’, he was 
living proof that he served One who 
is unchanging, and faithful. Indeed, 
in the current passage we have 
important insights into the character 
of Jehovah. Consider, for example, 
the extent of H is mercy. Elijah had 
been commissioned to warn Israel 
of their idolatrous practices, and his 
accompanying m iracles testifi ed to 
the God-given nature of his ministry. 
But the response was patchy. and, 
among the ruling family, non-existent. 
However, notw i thstand ing th is 
negative reaction, Elisha was then sent 
to continue the ministry of Elijah, 
and both men testify to the mercy of 
God.11 There are also glimpses of the 
omnipotence of Jehovah. The ‘chariot 
of fi re’, v. 11, and ‘whirlw ind’, vv. 1, 
11,12 are a comforting reminder that 
‘w ith God all things are possible’, Mark 
10. 27. Indeed, it is signifi cant that 
Elijah’s ministry is again associated 
w ith fi re ,13 for this d isp lays the 
impotence of Baal over Jehovah.14 For 
believers who contemplate a rapid 
and radical change necessary to fi t us 
for glory15, it is worth dwelling on this 
particular aspect of God’s character. 

Finally, there is the intriguing irony 
that the prophet who prayed for death 
was the one who was taken to glory 
w ithout dying!16 God was faithful to 
reward H is servant w ith the special 
blessing of entering eternity w ithout 
the need of dying. Elijah’s character is, 
therefore, stamped w ith the clear and 
unmistakable words, ‘God is Jehovah’!

One joy in reading the Bible is that we 
can visualize the exploits and dedication 
of men of God such as Elijah. This is 
true as we follow him in his journey to 
heaven, for the Bible narrative records 
plenty of intriguing details. Note, for 
example, the follow ing:

His Circuit
In leaving Gilgal, v. 1, Elijah visited 
the prophets at Bethel, vv. 2-3. This 
was a place w ith an important history, 
for it was there that the nation’s 
namesake, Jacob (later named Israel) 
had a remarkable revelation of God.17 
Sadly, however, the sin of the nation 
had led this historic place to become 
associated w ith idolatry.18 This initial 
stop served as a reminder that much 
work remained if the nation was to 
be restored to its former glory. From 
Bethel, the path led to Jericho, and 
this again was a place noted for its 
past history, though the fact that it was 
rebuilt testifi ed to rebellion in Israel.19 
From Jericho, the two prophets went 
to Jordan, which was the place where 
Israel began to possess their inheritance 
– it was to be the same for Elijah. 
The pathway was, therefore, divinely 
chosen, and illustrates that while Elijah 
was being taken, much work remained 
for Elisha. The same holds for us as 
we experience the departure of fellow 
believers – we need to keep our hands 
to the plough.20
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The Whirlwind

The exit of Elijah was as swift 
and dramatic as his entrance 
in 1 Kings chapter 17 verse 1. 
As JOSEPH HALL remarks, ‘he 
comes in like a tempest, who 
went out in a whirlwind’.1 He 
laboured during the reign of 
King Ahab when the pernicious 
t ide of Baal worship was 
rampant throughout Israel. In 
response, he prayed for drought 
as a sign of divine punishment, 
and even this was based on 
his knowledge of scripture 
and confi dence in God.2 His 
overriding message was that 
only a return to Jehovah, the 
living and eternal God of the 
universe, could bring salvation 
to Israel. W e too live in days of 
departure, and the same Elijah-
spirit of courage and devotion 
is required among the people 
of God.3 As we retrace his fi nal 
footsteps, certainly as far as his 
initial ministry was concerned, 
it is worth contemplating the 
legacy of Elijah’s service.

As an iterant prophet, Elijah travelled 
throughout Israel and his closing walk 
took him from Gilgal to glory.4 On 
this occasion, he encountered his 
successor – Elisha – and the sons of 
the prophets who were privileged to 
observe, fi rsthand, the character of 
this remarkable man of God. Elijah 
had certain ly remained steadfast 
throughout his service. Like M oses 
before him , he w itnessed several 
mountain-top and valley experiences, 
but it is signifi cant that both remained 
devoted to God until the very last.5 
As believers today, we serve in the 
know ledge of the imminent return 
of the Saviour,6 and we too need to 
remain faithful to God and H is word. 
The pathway of Elijah took him from 
Gilgal to Bethel, v. 2, and then to 
Jericho, v. 4, and Jordan, v. 6. The 
key phrase peppered throughout the 
section is, of course, ‘the Lord hath 
sent me’. This is another hallmark of 
the prophet. He remained submissive 
to the word of the Lord, for he went 
where he was told.7 There can be no 
substitute for the simple adherence to 
the teaching of scripture, Jas. 1. 22. 
Then, w ith the news of his departure 
beginning to circulate , v. 3 , the 
passage reveals the sensitive nature 
of Elijah. For, prior to leaving earth, 
he would spend the day educating 

2 Kgs.
2. 1-11



His Companion
We have already noted that Elisha 
accompanied Elijah throughout his 
journey.21 The previous occasion when 
the two men were recorded as being 
together was 1 K ings chapter 19 verse 
21 when ‘he [Elisha] arose and went 
after Elijah and ministered unto him’. 
We can be certain that the same 
spirit of support prevailed on this 
occasion. We are grateful that God, in 
grace, provides spiritual companions 
to provide support and fellowship as 
we journey to glory. However, there is 
something just as important as ‘having 
a friend’, and that is ‘being a friend’ to 
other believers.

His Crossing
Like the Israelites before them,22 both 
Elijah and Elisha crossed the Jordan 
on ‘dry ground’, v. 8. This detail is 
neither superfl uous nor incidental, but 
highlights the care God took to ensure 
a smooth transition for Elijah’s journey 
to heaven (and Elisha’s preservation 
for future service). We serve a gracious 
and powerful God who plans our 
pathway in the same met icu lous 
manner as He did for H is servants in a 
previous dispensation.

His Conversation
Aside from test ing E l isha’s 
commitment, Elijah asked him a direct 
and probing question, ‘ask what I shall 
do for thee’, v. 9. It would appear 
that in this father-son relationship, v. 
12, Elisha acted in the position of the 
fi rstborn son and requested a ‘double 

portion’ of Elijah’s spirit to help him 
d ischarge his duties.23 Put simp ly, 
Elisha requested that he would be heir 
to Elijah, as prophet in Israel, and that 
he was equipped to do the work of 
his spiritual father.24 A w ise choice on 
the part of Elisha, but the key aspect 
is that the discussions between these 
two prophets remained spiritual right 
to the end. It is worth refl ecting on our 
own discussions w ith fellow believers – 
are they predominantly spiritual?

In conclud ing our considerat ion 
of Elijah, it is clear that he rightly 
occup ies an honoured posit ion in 
scripture and w ithin the nation of 

Israel. He is, after all, linked to two 
important Bible characters in the O ld 
Testament. Firstly, his departure was 
similar to that of Enoch, who also 
walked w ith God .25 Second ly, h is 
ministry replicated that of M oses. For 
example, they were sent to kings;26 
Jehovah revealed H imself to both by 
fi re;27 they separated waters;28 had an 
advance warning of their departure 
from this world;29 and were privileged 
to catch a glimpse of the Lord on the 
M ount that prefi gured H is millennial 
re ign .30 It is therefore fi tt ing that 
scripture describes Elijah as a prophet, 
master, and father.31 He did much 
more than reveal the mind of God; 
he was also the faithful servant in 
Israel, and a role model for Elisha. 
The fact that he was taken to heaven 
w ithout dying indicates that he is well 
placed to resume his service. As a 

believing Israelite, Elijah’s hope was 
in a spiritually restored nation, w ith 
M essiah at its head. Whereas John the 
Baptist acted in the spirit and power 
of Elijah at the Lord’s fi rst coming, 
Luke 1. 17, both the forerunner and 
M essiah were u lt imate ly re jected 
by the nation. It w ill therefore be 
necessary for Elijah to literally return 
as forerunner for the victorious and 
all-conquering M essiah when He 
comes the second time to establish H is 
kingdom. It is then that the prophecy 
of Malachi w ill be fulfi lled and the 
world w ill again w itness the courage 
and devotion of this remarkable man 
of God.32
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hidden in God for long ages but now 
d isclosed by reve lat ion from the Ho ly 
Sp irit .6 
 
The Church’s ministry
The sovereignty of Christ, the Head 
of the church, is seen in His continual 
supply of her ministry. The victorious, 
ascended Saviour is the source of the 
Christian ministry. He graciously takes 
care to provide. through the long 
pilgrimage of the church on earth. gifted 
men fi tted to serve each succeeding 
generation. These ministers include the 
foundational apostles and prophets, 
and a lavish succession of evangelists 
and pastor-teachers. Christ endows and 
provides them, so that by their ministry 
all the saints are equipped to exercise 
their individual spiritual gifts for service 
in the body of Christ. Thus, the church 
as a whole is built up numerically and 
spiritually, and brought to increasing 
spiritual maturity. God’s eventual goal 
for His people is their full likeness to 
Christ.7 

Human ord inat ion is not envisaged 
in the New Testament . M inisters are 
not made by ep iscopal appo intment , 
or the licence of a presbytery, or even 
the call of a congregat ion . M any men 
are tru ly gifted servants of Christ 
who have had one or other of these , 
but the ir m inistry does not rest on 
any ecclesiast ica l procedure but 
on Christ ’s sovere ign endowment . 
Equally, many other men , who have 
experienced no offi cial recognit ion , 
are singularly gifted by the ascended 
Lord for H is service in evange lism or 
teaching. It was a fundamental insight 
of A NTH O NY N ORRIS GRO VES in 1827 
that clerical ord inat ion to preach the 
gospe l, or to adm inister the Lord’s 
Supper, had no scriptural warrant . 

From his day unt il now , many local 
assemb lies of Christ ians throughout 
the world have enjoyed the privilege 
of seeking to fo llow the simp licity 
of the New Testament pattern for 
m inistry, untramme lled by formality 
but recognizing the sovere ignty of 
the Ho ly Sp irit in H is gift ing of all 
be lievers for service .8

The Church’s expansion
The book o f A cts presents the 
thrilling story of the gospe l be ing 
taken from Jerusalem and Judea to 
Samaria and then to the Gent ile 
world . It describes the expansion 
of the church’s m ission throughout 
the M ed iterranean provinces of the 
Roman Emp ire , and ends w ith Paul in 
Rome itse lf. Throughout this gripp ing 
history, Luke records the sovere ign 
hand of God at work. 

A fter the apparent ly tragic and un- 
t ime ly loss of Stephen by martyrdom , 
there was a great scat tering o f 
be lievers from Jerusalem because of 
persecut ion . This scattering p layed 
a crucial part in the fulfi lment of 
God’s p lan of worldw ide evange lism . 
Some of the Jew ish refugees took 
the revo lut ionary step of w itnessing 
to Greeks in Ant ioch , which led to 
the p lant ing of the assemb ly there , 
the fi rst predom inant ly Gent ile local 
church .9 Ant ioch then became the 
launch pad for the endeavours of Paul 
and Barnabas, se lected by the Ho ly 
Sp irit for m ission .10 In later service , 
Paul knew God’s defi nite restraint 
on further evange lism in Asia M inor, 
and then H is clear posit ive d irect ion 
to turn westwards in the vision of the 
man from M acedonia.11 

In providence , God protected Paul 
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God’s Purpose
The sovere ign authority of Christ is 
declared in the fi rst ment ion of the 
church in the New Testament . The 
Lord Jesus emphat ically declares, ‘I 
w ill build my church’, M att . 16 . 18 . 
The church is H is assemb ly, consist ing 
o f the peop le who d ist inct ive ly 
be long to H im . They are p ictured 
as a build ing. Christ is the M aster 
Builder. Faith in H im is the rock-
like foundat ion . H is m ighty pro ject 
can never be thwarted . Ne ither the 
power, nor the guile , of Satan w ill 
prevent its triumphant comp let ion . 
The assemb ly of a l l who confess 
Christ ’s name cannot d ie .

O ften the world has been too quick 
to write a premature obituary of the 
church . A b ib lical scho lar, w ith a 
keen sense of humour, once w ittily 
remarked that Nero little thought the 
day would dawn when men would 
call their dogs Nero and their sons 
Paul! O n being informed by a young 
producer that he was preparing a BBC 
programme on the end of the church 
in Britain , Lord Re ith , its former 
D irector General, waspishly remarked, 
‘Young man, the Christian church w ill 
attend the funeral of the BBC!’

In Pau l ’s Ep ist les, the church is 
p ictured as the body of Christ as 
we ll as H is build ing.1 The greatest 
thing go ing on in the world today 
is the gathering and growth of the 
church . Throughout this age , God is 
calling out of the nat ions a peop le 
for H is name .2 This is a key part 
of H is eternal purpose .3 Be lieving 
Gent iles, and be lieving Jews, share 
the same sp iritua l priv i leges. As 
fe llow he irs, they inherit the same 
b lessings. They are fe llow members 
of Christ ’s body, linked to each other 
through the ir living union w ith the 
risen exalted Saviour, the Head of the 
church . They are fe llow partakers of 
God’s prom ise in Christ through the 
gospe l.4 Together saved Jews and 
Gent iles form ‘one new man’, the 
new human ity.5 The fu ll inclusion 
of Gent iles in the peop le of God 
on a basis of abso lute equality is a 
New Testament ‘mystery’, a secret 
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in Corinth by the neutrality of Gallio , 
the Roman proconsul, fulfi lling H is 
prom ise of preservat ion from danger, 
and lead ing to a fruitful m inistry in 
that city.12 Later, as Paul refl ected on 
his situat ion in Ephesus, he could say 
that God had opened a great door 
for effect ive service there , desp ite the 
presence of many adversaries.13 God 
overruled the circumstances of Paul’s 
arrest in Jerusalem to ensure that he 
would fi nd his way to the metropo lis 
of the emp ire . Then , He sovere ign ly 
brought Paul safe ly through storm 
and shipwreck so that he could bear 
w itness to Christ in Rome . 

These instances i l lustra te the 
declarat ion by the exalted Christ to 
the church in Philade lphia that He 
ho lds the key of David , the M essianic 
authority by which He opens and 
shuts doors of opportunity. W hen He 
opens no one can shut and when He 
shuts no one opens.14 

Head over all things to
the Church
The Lord Jesus is the Head of the 
church. He is also Head over all things, 
completely exalted in H is risen life 
and power over all principalities and 
powers and every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come.15 He is supreme over 
all human authority and all unseen 
dominion, whether good or evil, angelic 
or demonic.  The sceptre of universal 
sovereignty has already been placed in 
the hands of the once crucifi ed Saviour 
by H is Father. Presently, H is authority 
is not generally acknow ledged. Nor 
is its exercise visible. Nonetheless, 
God has given Christ the supreme 
place in the universe. Final authority 
does not rest w ith the White House 
in Washington, or the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing, nor the Kremlin 
in M oscow . Rather, it lies w ith God’s 
throne in heaven. It has been granted 
to the risen Man seated at H is Father’s 
right hand.

Paul presents a further d imension , 
which is often overlooked , when he 
writes that the Lord Jesus is Head 
over all things to , or for the benefi t 
of, H is church .16 Thus, in exercising 
H is universal authority, the Lord Jesus 
does so w ith the interests of H is 
peop le in m ind . 

This princip le is at work in history. 
Human history is ult imate ly H is, that 
is God’s, story. The rise and fall of 
emp ires, and the deve lopments of 
science and techno logy, alike take 
p lace under the sovere ign authority 
of God , and the re ign of H is exalted 
Son . A ll these m ighty movements are 
d irected by heaven for the b lessing of 
the church .

It was no accident that the invent ion 
and deve lopment o f  pr int ing 
took p lace soon after the fall of 
Constant inop le to the Turks in 
1453 . That event led to the fl ight of 
many scho lars to W estern Europe , 
bringing w ith them the ir know ledge 
of ancient Greek, and many valuab le 
manuscripts. This he lped to spark off 
the Renaissance: the re-d iscovery of 
the classical civilizat ion of Greece 
and Rome , and of the Greek New 
Testament . These events lie in the 
background to the Re format ion , 
when God brought to l ight the 
long-forgotten truth of the b ib lical 
gospe l and p laced into the hands 
of the peop les of Northern Europe 
the scriptures translated d irect ly 
from the original languages into the ir 
own . W hen M ARTIN LUTHER nailed 
his N inety-fi ve Theses to the door 
of W it tenberg Cathedral in 1517 , 
his protest rap id ly spread w ith the 
new techno logy of print ing. Later, his 
German Bib le , comp leted in 1534 , 
became easily accessib le through that 
same techno logy. Likew ise , WILLIA M 
TYN D ALE was ab le , at the greatest 
persona l cost cu lm inat ing in h is 
burning in 1534 , to p lace the New 
Testament in English in the hands 
of the peop le w ith his translat ion 
o f 1526 . Every Engl ish speak ing 
Christ ian owes an incalculab le debt 
to TYN D ALE. H is God given desire that 
the boy who fo llowed the p lough 

would come to know more of God’s 
word than the Roman Catho lic clergy 
of h is day was amp ly fu lfi lled in 
succeed ing generat ions.

In later centuries the world-w ide 
co lon ia l ru le o f W estern powers, 
whatever crit icisms can be made of 
some of its effects, perm it ted , in 
many cases, the spread of the gospe l, 
and the translat ion and d issem inat ion 
of the scriptures. In our own day, the 
dramat ic deve lopments in Eastern 
Europe in the latter decades of the 20th 
century, w ith the co llapse of M arxist 
d ictatorships, presented unparalle led 
opportunit ies for the gospe l. Even 
A lbania, where the regime claimed 
to have banished God comp lete ly, 
has opened to the Christ ian message . 
In Roman ia, Christ ians have used 
the ir new libert ies, w ith the manifest 
b lessing of God in the expansion and 
growth of the churches.

These are on ly a few illustrat ions of 
the great truth that Christ is Head 
over all things for the church . In days 
of grow ing d iffi culty and weakness in 
the churches of the W est we need 
to grasp the sovere ignty of God in 
work ing out H is purpose for the 
church , unt il her comp let ion at our 
Lord’s return . Unt il then , may we 
trust H im to fulfi l that purpose , and 
grasp the privilege of p laying our 
part in carrying it out in our day of 
challenge and opportunity.

Endnotes
1 Eph . 1 . 23; Co l. 1 . 18 .
2 Acts 15 . 4 .
3 Eph . 3 . 11 .
4 Eph . 3 . 6 .
5 Eph . 2 . 16 .
6 Eph . 3 . 3-5 , 9 .
7 Eph . 4 . 7-16 .
8 1 Cor. 12 . 11 .
9 Acts 11 . 19-26 .
10 Acts 13 . 1-3 .
11 Acts 16 . 6-10 .
12 Acts 18 . 9-10 , 12-17 .
13 1 Cor. 16 . 9 .
14 Rev. 3 . 7 .
15 Eph . 1 . 21 .
16 Eph . 1 . 22 .
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for every be liever. But the quest ion 
is, ‘Can we say the same?’ Some 
be lievers live for business, while 
others live for se lf, but let us be like 
Paul and give our M aster the p lace 
He deserves.

The purpose of a disciple
In our read ing it is love ly to see 
that the d iscip les were fi rst called 
Christ ians at Ant ioch , and what a 
beaut iful term this is: Christ-like 
ones. Commentators suggest that 
they were d ivine ly called by this 
t it le , but , neverthe less, unbe lievers 
used the term , albe it in a derogatory 
fashion . Sure ly this is the who le 
purpose for fo llow ing the M aster – 
so that we m ight become like H im! 
O ne day we shall be , for we shall 
see H im as He is! 

This princip le is read ily seen in 
the world today. Think of great 
footballers, and many young 
hopefuls who try to emulate them . 
These youngsters w ill devour video 
after video of ‘the maestro’ in act ion 
to learn what and how they do great 
moves w ith a football. Then , they go 
out and try to put into pract ice what 
they have learned , and are de lighted 
when others compare them to 
the ir ido l. As be lievers in the Lord 
Jesus our aim should be to become 
more like H im each day. Paul puts 
it succinct ly when he says, ‘Be ye 
fo llowers of me , even as I also am of 
Christ ’, 1 Cor. 11 . 1 . So we should 
mode l our life on the Lord Jesus. 
W e do this not to obtain salvat ion 
but because we have salvat ion , 
and can therefore become like 
H im . W e also have H is Sp irit 
dwe lling in our hearts 
to he lp us achieve our 
goal. Therefore , let us 
read about H im in 
H is word , and see 
how He acted 
and reacted in 
the d iffering 

circumstances of life , and in H is 
subm ission to the w ill of God . Then 
let us put into act ion what we learn , 
so that others m ight see us like our 
M aster and call us Christ ians. It is a 
high standard , but one that should 
constant ly occupy us unt il He returns 
to take us home .

The pathway of the disciple
Fo llow ing the Lord was never go ing 
to be easy. Indeed , two things 
clearly mark this pathway:

● Se lf denial
● Reproach

To deny se lf is to forego our rights, 
and things that may be legit imate 
but w ill not he lp us to be like the 
M aster. You can be assured that 
the Lord is not asking us to do 
something He has not done 
H imse lf. He said , ‘I came not 
to be served but to serve’, 
M att . 20 . 28 NIKJV . 
W hat se lf denial is this! 
M any t imes He was 
weary, but He never 
thought of giving 
up . He was 
fulfi lling the 
Father’s w ill 
for H im . 
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A lthough be lievers are often referred 
to as d iscip les in the four gospe ls 
and the book of Acts, it is never 
ment ioned by Paul in his letters. 
However, we w ish rather to consider 
many lessons that we as be lievers 
can emulate as we consider the 
thought of d iscip leship .

W e w ill consider it from fi ve 
passages:

● The priority of a d iscip le , M att . 8 . 
19-22; 

● The purpose of a d iscip le , Acts 
11 . 26;

● The pathway of a d iscip le , M ark 
8 . 34;

● The proof that we are d iscip les, 
John 13 . 35;

● The prospect of a d iscip le , M ark 
10 . 28-31 . 

The o ld adage is certain ly true: a 
d iscip le is one who learns to fo llow 
and fo llows to learn . He is simp ly 
a pup il fo llow ing the master’s 
examp le . W e get our word d iscip line 
from the same root which te lls us a 
great deal about what is expected of 
a d iscip le .

The priority of a disciple
M atthew chapter 8 high lights the 
fact that there are many would-
be d iscip les but they are not all 
prepared to pay the cost , and 
d iscip leship does not come cheap . 
The fi rst man in the story confi dent ly 
says to the Lord , nothing w ill stop 
me from fo llow ing you , but the Lord 
rem inds him that it is not an easy 
path to tread . There w ill be t imes 
when you are so t ired that you could 
just lie down and sleep but there 
w ill be no p lace to rest your weary 
body. The Lord was not trying to put 
the man off but was simp ly po int ing 
out the truth so that he could not 
say at some later date , ‘I never knew 
it would be like this’. The second 
man said , ‘I w ill fo llow you Lord 
on ly let me fi rst bury my father’. The 
M aster’s answer seems curt; ‘let the 
dead bury the ir dead’. He was not 
be ing heart less or unfee ling, for the 
Lord could never be that , but po ints 
out that He must be given priority, 
and have fi rst p lace in a d iscip le’s 
life . If that is so , how could this man 
say; ‘Suffer me fi rst ’ to the Lord , for 
such is a contrad ict ion of terms. Paul 
states: ‘For to me to live is Christ ’, 
Phil. 1 .21 , and so it ought to be 
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O nce again , we can see this 
illustrated in the world today. Think 
of the ath lete who trains for the 
marathon , to w in a go ld medal at 
the O lymp ic Games. W hen others 
are st ill in bed they are training, and 
exercising, often t ill the ir muscles 
ache and cry stop , but they carry 
on regard less. W hen others 
go out at night to enjoy 
themse lves, they forego 
such , so that they m ight 
be in top cond it ion , 
ready to run the 
race of the ir lives. 
They do not 
want anything 
to stand in 
the ir way, 
or stop 
them 

claim ing 
the prize . 

Sure ly it is 
the same for 

the d iscip le .

But it is also a 
pathway of reproach 

for we are to take up 
our cross and fo llow H im . 

W hy d id the Lord Jesus 
allow the very peop le He 

created to treat H im in such a 
desp icab le way? It was because 

He was here to do what H is Father’s 
w ill required . So it w ill be w ith you 
and me . O thers w ill mock us, and 
think we are simp le peop le who 
be lieve that there is a God and that 
the Bib le is true . Then , when we 
te ll them that God sent H is Son to 
d ie for sinners, they think we are 
mad . Don’t let them put us off, but , 

rather, may such 
reproach spur us 

on , for ‘this is the 
way the M aster went , 

should not the servant 
tread it st ill?’. H . BO N AR

The proof that we are 
disciples

The Lord makes clear that the 
badge of our d iscip leship is our love 
for our brothers and sisters. Let 
us think of the analogy of football 
again , for everyone knows that any 
fan can be recognized by the co lour 
of his scarf, casual shirt , hat , or even 
face paint . These things, and the 
songs they sing, all show where the 
affect ions lie . O ur M aster says it 
should sim ilar w ith those who take 
the stand of be ing H is d iscip les. 
However, it is not part icularly by 
our dress but by our love one for 
another. He is the examp le of how 
we ought to love , for, He says, 
‘Even as I have loved you’. Two 
outstand ing features characterize H is 
love:

● It was impart ial
● It was constant

He d id not favour one d iscip le over 
another but He loved each w ith the 
same love . John speaks of himse lf 
in h is Gospe l as, ‘the d iscip le whom 
Jesus loved’, but that has nothing to 
do w ith his be ing favoured by the 
Lord over his fe llows d iscip les but 

rather it shows 
how John could 

never get over the 
fact that Jesus loved 

someone like him .

Second ly, H is love is 
unchanging; they could 

always depend upon it, for 
circumstances would never 

change H is love. John stresses this 
in his Gospel where he says that 
Jesus ‘having loved his own . . . he 
loved them unto the end’, 13 . 1 , and 
this is how He expects us to love.

The prospect of discipleship
Some , like Peter, m ight ask, ‘Is be ing 
a d iscip le worth all the hardship?’ 

Before we consider the Lord’s rep ly 
let us think of the ath lete again who 
has trained so hard . No doubt he 
often wondered , ‘ Was it all worth 
it?’, especially when he rose up early 
while others slept , and pounded 
the streets t ill his muscles ached 
and screamed for mercy. He denied 
himse lf certain food , even though 
it was de licious, for he also knew 
it would not he lp him achieve his 
goal. Then , one day as he stands 
on the centre rostrum of some 
great stad ium , having rece ived the 
go ld medal, he watches through 
tear-stained eyes as the fl ag of 
his country is raised aloft , and the 
strains of his nat ional anthem ring in 
his ears. He knows it was worth all 
the pain and suffering!

The M aster says if we give up 
anything for H im then we w ill 
rece ive one hundred t imes more 
in this life , and that w ill cont inue 
into the new life to come . Let us 
remember we do not strive for 
‘some poor w ithering wreath of 
earth , man’s prize in mortal strife’, 
H . BO N AR. But we look to enjoy 
the commendat ion of God now , 
and eternal b lessings in the life to 
come . So , let us fo llow our M aster 
wherever He leads, for it w ill be 
worth it all when we hear H im say, 
‘ W e ll done’.
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would deliver him:  Let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in him’. 
The enemies were convinced that 
H is trust ing in God was a vain hope. 
There He was, nailed to a cross to 
d ie in unspeakab le torture. But their 
arrogant contempt d id not have the 
desired effect upon God’s Servant . 
H is confi dence in H is God was 
unchanged , regard less of outward 
appearances, and circumstances. 
Know ing God’s prom ises about 
H imself, He was steadfast in faith, 
evidenced by H is words in verses 
7 to 9:

I shall not be confounded (kalawm): 
This word means: (1) to be inward ly 
wounded or overcome by taunts or 
insults; to be inward ly ashamed; 
(2) confusion, and consciousness 
o f d isgrace ,  w h ich fo l lo ws 
d isappointment of one’s op inion, 
hope, or expectat ion. A ll the taunts 
and insults neither affected H im 
emot ionally nor caused H im to be 
confused in any way. Q uite the 
opposite! H is calm words to the 
repentant thief revealed that He 
knew the actuality in this situat ion 
that others could not see. Thanks 
to H is selfl ess sacrifi ce, the thief 
would be w ith H im in parad ise, in 
a mat ter of minutes or hours. W hat 
a triumph! 

Therefore have I set my face as a 
fl int (kacallamish): a very hard rock. 
In holy endurance, and uncrushab le, 
like a hard rock, He turned H is face 
towards H is antagon ists w ithout 
pu lling back or fl inch ing. And I 
know  (know ledge gained from 
experience) that I shall not be 
ashamed: (hoosh) d isappointed or 
ashamed . God had never let H im 
down before, nor would He now . 
This was H is expectat ion.
He is near (karob): near in p lace, 
and/or near in kindred – namely, 
H is Father.
that justifi eth (tsadak): to make 
morally or legally right , to vind icate. 
me; who will contend (roob): to 
strive, quarrel, hold a controversy.  

from runn ing, severe labour, or 
thirst , cp . M at t . 11. 28. Perfect ly 
appropria te words al w ays came 
from the perfect Servant at the 
perfect t ime.

‘The Lord God hath opened mine 
ear, and I was not rebellious (marah 
– b it ter), neither turned away back 
(suwg)’ , v. 5. Th is revelat ion of 
com ing extreme torture d id not 
cause H im to be b it ter, or deterred 
from H is course. Rather than recoil 
or shy away from what He must 
experience, He would deliberately 
give H is back for scourging and 
p lace H is face where it could easily 
be abused . ‘I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that p lucked off the hair: I hid not 
my face from shame and sp it t ing’, 
v. 6. The sold iers contemptuously 
thought that He d id not know what 
He was doing, when, b lindfolded , 
He cont inued to p lace H is face 
where they could easily strike H im.2  
 
As the Servant ant icipa ted the 
horrib le treatment that He would 
receive, H is confi dence was stated 
in the theme words, ‘The Lord God 
w ill help me’. The word help (azar) 
means ‘ to protect and help (by 
surround ing)’, and brings to mind 
the Psalmist ’s promise, ‘The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth 
them’, Ps. 34. 7. But wait – wasn’t 
God going to forsake H is Servant 
on the cross? How then could He 
confi dent ly assert , ‘The Lord God 
w ill help me’, in the context of the 
crucifi xion? This d id not look like 
deliverance!

The same quest ion was scornfully 
alluded to by those surround ing the 
cross. M at thew chapter 27 verse 43, 
‘He trusted in God; let him deliver 
him now , if he w ill have him: for he 
said , I am the Son of God’. Psalm 22 
verses 7 and 8, ‘A ll they that see me 
laugh me to scorn: they shoot out 
the lip , they shake the head , saying, 
He trusted on the Lord that he 
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THE SUBMISSIVE SERVANT

The third song, in Isaiah chapter 
50, opens with, ‘Thus saith 
Jehovah’, and divides easily into 
sections by Jehovah the Father, 
vv. 1-3, Jehovah the Son, vv. 
4-9, and Jehovah the Spirit, vv. 
10-11. As in many other Biblical 
passages, the thought-rhyming 
pat tern used is concentric 
symmetry,1 where the theme is 
found in the centre of the poem, 
and is surrounded by statements 
that parallel each other before 
and after it in order. The theme 
of this song is the triumphant 
statement by the Son, ‘The Lord 
God will help me’.

The Servant is seen as the provider 
of salvat ion to H is peop le who 
reject H im. M uch is revealed about 
the ‘hidden years’ of the Lord Jesus 
in this song. God manifests H imself 
as the Creator who came and found 
no one ready to receive H im, Israel’s 
Instructor or Teacher. Considered 
untaught by the world’s standards 
– having no formal schooling – yet 
He was ab le to teach the most 
learned scholars when only twelve 
years of age, Luke 2. 42-47. Later, in 
wondering amazement some asked , 
‘How knoweth th is man let ters, 
having never learned?’ John 7. 15. 

They d id not know the secret of H is 
personal tutoring and preparat ion, 
but it is d isclosed right here in 
th is song. Each morn ing of H is 
format ive years He was awakened 
to be instructed by H is Father, v. 
4. How would H is purpose on earth 
be p layed out – what would it all 
involve? He shares a few details 
w ith us:

The Lord God hath given me the 
tongue of the learned (limood), 
Isa. 50. 4: one taught or trained by 
d iscip line.  
that I should know (yahdah, w ith 
infi nit ive): to know absolutely and 
certain ly; to be w ise. The word 
includes the idea of know ing by 
seeing, hearing, and experience. He 
learned the facts and had w isdom 
to express them. This is ind icated 
by the next word .
how (ake): how , where, or what 
to speak a word in season (ayth): 
a fi t t ime 
to him that is weary (ya wef): 
exhausted , fat igued; wearied out 



circumstances are l ike a heavy 
burden, w ith neither an apparent 
reason for the trial, nor an obvious 
so lut ion to i t . He fee ls totally 
helpless, w ithout rest , and w ithout 
even a ray of light . The situat ion 
seems hopeless. Not ice that this is 
the very posit ion of the Servant! W e 
are exhorted to do what He d id .

Let him trust (batak): to hurry for 
refuge; to put hope and confi dence 
in. The hopeless one w ithout light 
gets hope.
in the name of the Lord: The name 
stands for the Person. It represents 
the sum of all the characterist ic 
qualit ies at tached to the bearer of 
the name. To trust in the name of 
the Lord is to trust him comp letely, 
bearing in mind those things which 
make H im trustworthy.
and stay (lean, rest , rely) upon his 
God: The help less one fi nds rest!

By contrast , in verse 11 the Holy 
Sp irit warns those whose confi dence 
is in themselves. Instead of trust ing 
in God , they dra w the ir own 
conclusions, and try to solve their 
own prob lems. How? By at tack! 
They kind le a fi re of w ickedness, as 
described in James chapter 3 verses 
5-6 regard ing the tongue be ing 
‘set on fi re of hell’, and surround 
themse lves w ith sparks (burn ing 
arrows) – a term used fi gurat ively of 
b lasphemies and falsehoods against 
the Servant or H is followers. These 
are not occasional at tacks, but the 
mood used in these verbs ind icates 
intenseness and repet it ion . They 
constant ly rek ind le the fl ame to 
injure the at tacked ones.

Sudden ly , God reverses the ir 
posit ion back upon themselves. The 
fi re they have ignited for others w ill 
refl ect upon them, and the burning 
arrows w ill turn around to p ierce 
and burn them. ‘Ye shall lie down 
in sorrow’. Instead of the rest they 
seek, they experience anguish and 
misery. The fi re of evil which they 
have kind led becomes the fi re of 
d ivine punishment , and their bed of 
torment .

Th is Song of the Subm issive 
Servant is the only one of the four 
songs that ends w ith a so lemn 
warning, addressed to those who 
act ively oppose the Servant and H is 
followers.  

Endnotes
1 Concentric symmetry is a form of reverse 

symmetry. For the various types of 
Hebrew symmetry, see W ALSH, JERO ME 
T. PH.D ., Style and Structure in Biblical 
Hebrew Narrative, Liturgical Press, 2001, 
pp. 13-31. Several forms of parallelism 
used in the Greek New Testament, 
including the chiasmus, are credited to 
Hebrew . See M O ULTO N , JA MES H OPE, A 
Grammar of New Testament Greek, Vol. 
IV, T. T. Clarke, pp. 96-97; also RAD DAY, 
JEHUDA T., Chiasmus in Hebrew Biblical 
Narrative, Welch, pp. 61-62. Some 
scholars may take the view that this 
passage is inverse parallelism, i.e., the 
fi rst section is repeated again later w ith a 
central section that is different.

2  M att. 26. 68; Luke 22. 64.
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with me? Desp ite all appearances to 
the contrary, the Servant maintains 
that He w ill be vindicated, and that 
the O ne who w ill vind icate H im is 
very near. Any who contend w ith 
H im w ill be proven wrong!

Challeng ing any adversary to 
stand w ith H im in God’s court , the 
Servant expresses H is confi dence 
that God w ill judge in H is favour 
and against H is enemies. They w ill 
all waste away like an old , moth-
eaten garment .

W ho is he that shall condemn 
me? The condemnat ion of men d id 
not mat ter to the Servant . He was 
interested only in God’s assessment . 
It is interest ing that the apost le 
Paul quoted these words in Romans 
chapter 8, verses 33 and 34, w ith 
regard to all believers. ‘ W ho shall 
lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? It is God that just ifi eth. W ho 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
that d ied , yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right 
hand of God , who also maketh 
intercession for us’. God intends 
that we shou ld have th is same 
confi dence in H im that H is Servant 
had . Any barrier to that confi dence 
has been done away by the b lood 
of Christ , and the just ice of God . 
In Christ we, too, are vind icated . 
W e can rejoice that we are made 
free from the condemnat ion we 
deserved .

The Ho ly Sp iri t  of God now 
addresses two classes of peop le in 
verses 10 and 11.
  
In verse 10, it is those who fear the 
Lord – reverencing, respect ing, and 
recognizing H is greatness and their 
own weakness – and who obey 
H is Servant’s voice. True obed ience 
fl ows freely from the heart of one 
who is awed in the presence of God , 
‘and by the fear of the Lord men 
depart from evil’, Prov. 16. 6.   

This one who fears God may be 
‘walk ing in darkness’ chashekhah 
– metaphorically app l ied to all 
types of sorrow and adversity. He 
may be in a t ime of test ing, when 

 [2]
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Galilee Bib le Camp commenced in 
1956 when a few local brethren had 
a vision to p lace a Bib le camp near 
O ttawa, Canada’s cap ital. W itnessing 
e lsewhere how camps had been used 
to preach the gospe l, they were keen 
to do the same in the O ttawa valley.

A fter searching various propert ies they 
purchased a heavily wooded pasture 
land , possessing its own lake , a one 
hour drive from O ttawa. Since then 
the Lord has used the camp to lead 
large numbers to Christ , teach and 
encourage be lievers, and challenge 
many to d iscip leship and service . The 
camp site , though on ly moments from 
a very busy highway, is a private , 
secluded haven , which allows those 
attend ing the camps an opportunity 
for resp ite from the ir day to day busy 
lives. 

The current d irt-packed ,  grave l 
driveway was not the original way 
into camp but was bu ilt through 
swamp land a few years after the 
camp’s inaugurat ion . Th is proved 
very challenging, requiring ingenuity, 
heavy equ ipment , and truck loads 
of material to build and fort ify the 
w ind ing trail.  M any other challenges 
requ ired innovat ive so lut ions, hard 
work and ded icat ion , and the Lord 
used many vo lunteers in tree clearing, 
construc t ion ,  and teach ing .  Jim 
Booker, Fred Shaver Sr., and A lex 
K ilgour, together w ith Co lin Anderson , 
Howard Foster, and many others, were 
instrumental in sett ing up and d irect ing 
the camp in the early years. Init ially, 
campers lived in ‘tab ins’. Comprised 
of tents w ith wooden floors, they 
accommodated six campers and one 
counse l lor. However, by the th ird 
year more permanent cab ins were 
constructed and use of the ‘tab ins’ 
was eventually d iscont inued . 

Naturally, the early days were quite 
rust ic, ut ilizing outhouses for to ilets, 
the lake for wash ing and cook ing 
water, emp loying a large circus tent 
for chape l , d in ing, and ra iny day 

act ivit ies. Over the ensuing decades 
Ga l i lee purchased more property , 
build ing an e ight-room mote l and a 
lodge that , together w ith the cab ins, 
increased capacity to 120 campers. 
Further enhancements included a 
gym , kitchen , and d ining hall, gazebo , 
tuck shop , and lodge add it ion for 
chape l meet ings.   

Galilee opened in 1956 w ith a boys and 
girls camp totalling fifty-five campers. 
In the second year, the camps were 
sp lit into junior and senior groups; the 
four sessions increased the numbers 
to 130 . Add ing a youth camp , they 
hosted 240 campers in the ir fourth 
summer. Since then , the camp has 
grown to its m inistry today. From 
June to September Galilee conducts 
its summer camps, the other months 
rent ing its facilit ies to local churches 
for weekend retreats. In add it ion 
to children’s  and youth camps, the 
summer programme now comprises 
leadership , senior, and fam ily camps, 
along w ith children’s day camps. 

Leadership camp promotes sp iritual 
growth in comm itted Christ ian young 
peop le , encouraging life-long service 
to Christ and act ive invo lvement in 
the ir loca l assemb ly . A pp l icat ions 
requ ire a writ ten test imony and 
three writ ten re ferences. The first 
week consists of memorizat ion and 
six sessions o f concentrated Bib le 
teach ing each day, wh i le on the 
second week the students embark 
on a canoe trip to A lgonquin Park 
in the beaut iful Canad ian w ilderness. 
Enjoying fe llowship and challenged by 
God’s word they return w ith last ing 
memories and friendships.

Day camp , the on ly summer pro-
gramme that does not afford overnight 
accommodat ion , provides daily bus 
service , gospe l messages, and act ivit ies 
for the children . A normal year brings 
close to 200 children to each of the 
two one-week sessions and , over the 
years, many have professed faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ . In order to 
ensure that no child is denied a chance 
to hear the gospe l, Galilee provides 
financial assistance for children who 
need support through the Camper 
Sponsorship Programme .  

O ccasionally ne ighbours have spotted 
b lack bears in the vicin ity. W h ile 
normally shy and harm less, the camp 
exercises caut ion , n ight ly co llect ing 
the outdoor garbage to d iscourage 
these unwe lcome visitors.

Each year Galilee trusts the Lord to 
provide the needed vo lunteers. He 
never fails. Some serve in kitchen , 
housekeep ing, or maintenance , others 
in counse lling, d irect ing, or teaching. 
The camp desires that the vo lunteer’s 
mot ivat ion and att itude be reflected 
in the ir motto , Co lossians 3 . 17 , 
visib ly emb lazoned on t-shirts worn 
in the camp . M any young peop le have 
forfe ited paid summer work, se lflessly 
serv ing the Lord wh i le learn ing 
teamwork and other life skills. 

The Camp is a charitab le organizat ion , 
and assemb lies are encouraged to 
become invo lved by part icipat ing on 
the board of d irectors that oversee the 
camp’s d irect ion . M any assemb lies 
also provide vo lunteers to supervise 
weekend w inter retreats and he lp in 
construct ion and renovat ion pro jects.

O n ly eternity w ill reveal Galilee Bib le 
Camp’s full impact but it is the board’s 
prayer that it w ill cont inue to be a 
source for the proclamat ion of the 
glorious gospe l of Jesus Christ unt il He 
returns, invit ing all to Galilee , to see 
H im , to learn of H im , to serve H im , 
M att . 28 . 10 .
 
For further information visit:
http:/ / www .galileebiblecamp.on.ca /
Email:  CampGalilee2013 @ gmail.com
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Top English judge to step down over lack of ‘support’ on marriage
A senior H igh Court judge is set to ret ire early, part ly because of the lack of support from some 
of his co lleagues for his pro-marriage be liefs. Sir Paul Co leridge says there are ‘hundreds’ in the 
jud iciary who agree w ith him in private , but are too frightened to say so pub licly. The judge set 
up the M arriage Foundat ion in 2012 to combat the culture of broken fam ilies. He was attacked 
for his invo lvement , w ith crit ics saying a sitt ing judge should not be so overt ly ‘po lit ical’, but the 
O ffice for Jud icial Comp laints (OJC) d ism issed comp laints against him and 
allowed him to cont inue in his ro le w ith the Foundat ion .
Now , in an interview for the Roman Catho lic paper The Tablet , he says 
he w ill take early ret irement so that he w ill have more freedom to speak 
his m ind . He said he ‘could have struggled on’ if he had got ‘more so lid 
support’. He added , ‘But after April, I w ill be freer to be outspoken’. 
Sir Paul announced in O ctober that he w ill ret ire from the bench next 
year in order to focus on his work w ith the M arriage Foundat ion . Last 
December he said the Government was pushing the ‘wrong po licy’ w ith 
gay marriage , and should be concentrat ing on combat ing fam ily breakdown . He said same-sex 
marriage was a ‘m inority issue’ and that ‘so much energy and t ime has been put into this debate 
for 0 .1 per cent of the populat ion , when we have a crisis of fam ily breakdown’. Last year, Sir 
Paul was to ld to keep a ‘lower profile’ by the O ffice for Jud icial Comp laints (OJC) over his ro le as 
chairman and founder of the M arriage Foundat ion .
The OJC d id not consider his invo lvement w ith the charity to be ‘incompat ib le w ith his jud icial 
responsib ilit ies’ but said a lower profile ro le w ithin the organizat ion would be ‘more appropriate 
for a serving jud icial office ho lder’. The invest igat ion fo llowed a comp laint which med ia reports 
suggested re lated to comments the judge made at the launch of the charity.

http:/ / w w w .christian.org.uk/news/ top-judge-to-step-down-over- lack-of-support-on-marriage /

Christians have a right not to work on Sunday, court decides
The Court of Appeal in London has legally recognized the right of Christ ians to observe Sunday 
as a day of rest . The court was ruling on the case of Ce lest ina M ba, a 38-year-o ld care worker 
from M erton , south west London , who was forced to leave her job when she refused to work on 
Sunday for re ligious reasons. An emp loyment tribunal had previously argued that because not all 
Christ ians observe Sunday as a day of rest , it could not be considered a ‘core component’ of the 
Christ ian faith . However, the Court of Appeal re jected this not ion , arguing 
that Sunday observance is an important part of the worship and pract ices 
of many m illions of Christ ians, and cannot therefore be simp ly d ism issed .
Emp loyers have a responsib ility to be conscient ious and to work to find 
a balance between the ir business needs and an emp loyee’s re ligious 
ob ligat ions, the court judged . Had this judgement gone d ifferent ly, 
Christ ians who ob jected to working on Sundays in the future could have 
found themse lves w ithout a legal defence . Andrea M inichie llo W illiams, 
barrister and d irector of the Christ ian Legal Centre , said , ‘A t last the courts are beginning to 
demonstrate greater understand ing of what it means to be a Christ ian . Christ ian ident ity extends 
beyond private be lief into daily life . W e pray that the t ide is turning. M any Christ ians w ill now be 
ab le to argue that the ir emp loyer must respect the ir rights of Sabbath worship’.

http:/ / w w w .mychristiandaily .com/index.php/uk/177-news-item-2-uk-europe /8695-christians-
have-a-right-not-to-work-on-sunday-court-decides

Labour: We must ‘do God’ to fight anti-Christian persecution
Douglas A lexander, a senior frontbencher, suggested that pub lic figures have allowed ‘po lit ical 
correctness’ to prevent them talking about faith and the persecut ion of Christ ians in the 
M idd le East . In a thin ly-ve iled attack on the Tony Blair era, when A lastair Campbe ll, the then 
communicat ions d irector in Downing Street , said , ‘ W e don’t do God’, Mr A lexander warned 
that peop le should have the courage to speak up for Christ ians w ithout fear of causing offence . 
Mr A lexander, the shadow fore ign secretary, spoke out to vo ice his concerns about grow ing 
harassment and attacks suffered by Christ ians in the M idd le East .
‘Across the world , there w ill be Christ ians this week for whom attend ing 
a church service this Christmas is not an act of faithful w itness, but an act 
of life-risking bravery. That cannot be right and we need the courage to 
say so’, Mr A lexander says.
‘In the UK today, perhaps through a m isp laced sense of po lit ical 
correctness, or some sense of embarrassment at ‘do ing God’ in an age 
when secularism is more common , too many po lit icians seem to fear 
d iscussing any matters re lated to faith’. He adds: ‘Peop le of all faiths and none should be horrified 
by this persecut ion . W e cannot , and we must not , stand by on the other side in silence for fear of 
offence’. Mr A lexander says persecut ion of Christ ians should be treated in the same way as ant i-
Sem it ism or Islamophob ia.
H is intervent ion comes after the Prince of Wales said he had become ‘deep ly troub led’ by the 
p light of Christ ians in the M idd le East .

http:/ / w w w .telegraph.co.uk/news/polit ics/ labour/10532775/Labour-We-must-do-God-to-fight-
anti-Christian-persecution.html

Accord ing to scripture , God ‘created the 
heaven and the earth’ on Day O ne of Creat ion 
W eek.
Init ially all was dark, unt il God said , ‘Let there 
be light’, Gen . 1 . 3 . Days Two and Three 
saw the oceans, firmament (or atmosphere), 
cont inents, and p lants formed , as the earth 
was be ing progressive ly prepared for man’s 
hab itat ion . 
It was on Day Four that God created the sun , 
moon , and stars, proclaim ing, ‘Let there be 
lights in the firmament of the heaven’, v. 14 , 
one purpose of which was ‘to give light upon 
the earth’, v. 15 .
Th is light was d irect ional, com ing from a 
part icu lar source . The earth was evident ly 
rotat ing underneath it , causing alternat ing 
periods of light and dark. ‘And God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called N ight’, 
v. 5 .
Scept ics have long rid iculed the science of 
b ib lical creat ion over this po int . How could 
there be light bathing the earth before the sun 
was created? O bviously the Bib le must be in 
error. But as always, this apparent error drives 
us to look more close ly at the re levant data, 
both scient ific and b ib lical.
Actually there are many sources of light , not 
just the sun . There are also many types of 
light , not just visib le light . Short-wave light 
includes ultravio let light , X-rays, and others. 
Long-wave light includes infrared light , rad io 
waves, etc. Light is produced by frict ion , by 
fire , by numerous chem ical react ions, as we ll 
as the nuclear react ions of atom ic fission and 
fusion , which is what we think is occurring 
in the sun . God had at H is fingert ips many 
opt ions to accomp lish H is purposes. Light does 
not automat ically require the sun .
Furthermore , we have important data given 
by the Hebrew words used in the creat ion 
account . W hen God created ‘light’, v. 3 , the 
word used connotes the presence of light on ly, 
while the word used for ‘lights’ on Day Four 
is best translated ‘light bearers, ’ or permanent 
light sources. The ir purpose was not on ly to 
give light , but to serve as t imekeepers for man 
once he was created . Accord ing to the best 
ste llar creat ion theory now availab le , light from 
stars created anywhere in the universe on Day 
Four would reach earth in two earth days, and 
would be useful to Adam on Day Six. 
Keep in m ind that the Creat ion W eek was a 
unique ly m iraculous t ime , we are just ified in 
speculat ing that m iraculous events may have 
been taking p lace outside of today’s natural 
laws. Especially when we realize that ‘God is 
light‘, 1 John 1 . 5 , H imse lf, thus no outside 
natural source is necessarily mandated .
For sem i-creat ionists who claim that the ‘days’ 
of Genesis chapter 1 must have been long 
periods of t ime , a more serious prob lem arises. 
Genesis p lain ly teaches that p lants appeared 
on Day Three , and the sun on Day Four. But 
p lants need sun light for photosynthesis and 
cannot wait in darkness for m illions of years. 
If the days were long epochs, as demanded by 
crit ics of a literal Creat ion W eek, p lants could 
not survive .
How much better and more sat isfying it is to 
accept scripture as it stands. It doesn’t need to 
be fully understood and exp lained by modern 
scient ific thought; it just needs to be be lieved 
and obeyed .

http:/ /w w w .icr.org/art icle/3620/233



Bib le Study W eek was he ld at Sneaton 
Cast le Centre , W hitby, w ith e ighty-
fi ve peop le from all parts of the U .K . 
in attendance , p lus a fam ily of fi ve 
from Australia. Ian Jackson led Bib le 
Read ings on 1 John chapters 3 and 4 , 
and gave m inistry on ‘The Ascended 
Christ ’. The sound teaching and warm 
fe llowship was much appreciated .

Nottinghamshire
The assemb ly at Kirkby-in-Ashfi eld 
he ld its second Evange lism Day for 
2013 on Saturday, 5th O ctober. A 
number of young peop le from across 
the East M id lands gathered for a t ime 
of prayer before go ing out w ith the 
gospe l. He lp was also provided by 
M ichae l Buckeridge of Grantham .
 
In the morning they concentrated 
on an area of the ne ighbouring town 
of Sutton-in-Ashfi e ld , covering over 
1500 homes. In the afternoon the 
be lievers reached out to areas of 
K irkby that had not been leafl eted 
before and gave out God’s word 
to about 1250 homes. A number 
of contacts were made , includ ing 
a M usl im coup le who were out 
leafl et ing themse lves for the opening 
of the ir new fast-food shop .

The assemb ly cont inues to be 
encouraged by the support of the 
many young peop le who come to he lp 
and by the response they are see ing 
to the tracts given out . A lthough 
peop le do not often come regularly, 
the number of opportunit ies to te ll 
others of the Saviour seems to be 
increasing. Please pray for Ron , 
James, and Bernard that through the 
power of the Sp irit of God the gospe l 
m ight touch the ir hearts.

The assemb ly has commenced a work 
in the town centres of Sutton and 
K irkby on a Tuesday evening. This has 
provided a number of opportunit ies 
to share the gospe l. Please pray for 
Beryl who invited them into her 
home to fi nd out more about the 
message .

O n the fi rst Friday night in December, 
the assemb ly was ab le to use the 
annua l sw itch-on o f the town’s 
Christmas lights as an opportunity 

26
P R E C I O U S  S E E D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 4

in Exeter and in Barnstap le town 
centres, which were encouraging.

A lex was a poor man and home less 
but he stood up for the preaching, 
assuring them that he knew the Lord 
as his Saviour. They gave him details 
of a church near to the bridge where 
he lives.

O ne day there was a party of Dutch 
peop le in town enjoying a ho liday.  
C live had a love ly t ime speak ing 
w ith two men from this party.  The ir 
English was very good . They took a 
Gospe l of John and a ‘Sure of Heaven’ 
CD .

John listened to the preaching and 
Trevor had a good conversat ion w ith 
him . He thought all re ligions lead to 
God . Trevor put him right , and John 
said at the end of the conversat ion , 
‘I can see you truly have something I 
don’t’, and he took a Gospe l of John .

There was sim ilar encouragement 
at Bridgwater. About thirty children 
came to the Friday af ternoon 
Fairground Children’s meet ing, w ith 
a nice number of adults listening 
as we ll.  O nce again , the showmen 
provided a small tent .

W ednesday was spent in the 
Fa irground M arket: many good 
conversat ions w ith re ligious fo lk and 
also Gypsies.

O n the Thursday in W e l ls, at the 
open a ir, some very re l igious fo lk 
w ere o ffended; one in part icu lar 
was a lady who sa id she had a 
degree in theo logy , he lped in the 
church and is a church member. 
She sa id the preachers w ere a 
h indrance to re l igion! Sad ly ,  the 
B ishop and h is w i fe d isda in fu l ly 
re fused a trac t! Trevor had a very 
long conversat ion w i th a young 
man ca l led M anu who had l istened 
w e l l to the preach ing.  C l ive had 
an interest ing conversat ion w i th a 
Jehovah’s W i tness; she even got 
her B ib le out , but had no answ er to 
C l ive’s reason ing on John chapter 5! 

Yorkshire 
The e ighteenth resident ial Yorkshire 

ENGLANDENGLAND

GOSPEL WORK AND OTHER ACTIVITIES  Compiled by SANDY JACK

Devon
C live and Christ ine W illiams from 
Barnstap le ,  a long w i th Trevor 
Howard , took the opportunity to take 
the gospe l to those attend ing the 
Barnstaple and Bridgewater Fairs. 
W hilst Trevor took up posit ion at 
the approach to the Fair, along w ith 
Christ ine , Clive visited the who le Fair 
w ith tracts and calendars for most of 
the fi rst two evenings. O nce again , 
the showmen were p leased to see 
him and rece ive the calendars. A t one 
meet ing at the dodgems, they had 
twenty-e ight children , p lus a coup le 
of mums listening. A good number of 
conversat ions were he ld w ith groups 
of young peop le , many of whom 
were asking some very deep and 
searching quest ions. 

O ne lady listened as Clive preached 
on , ‘Are you good enough for 
heaven?’, and angrily said , ‘I defy 
anyone to te ll me that I am not good 
enough for heaven’, stated a very 
arrogant way. Thankfully, she calmed 
down as Clive exp lained that nobody 
is good enough .

N icky, a sp iritualist , who at fi rst gave 
Clive a hard t ime w ith her New Age 
ideas, calmed down later and even 
confessed that her mum is a Christ ian .

Three young men showed good 
interest in the message and were 
p leased to chat w ith Trevor and take 
literature regard ing creat ion .

They a lso conduc ted open-a irs 

Barnstaple Fair Proclamation Ceremony



each visit . Please pray that the seed 
sown w ill bear fruit and those schoo l 
doors w ill remain open to the gospe l.

The week ly B ib le club has re- 
commenced in Riverchapel, County 
W exford , and the saints have been 
de lighted to see the return of most of 
the kids who came along regularly in 
the Spring term , as we ll as one or two 
new starters. Each Tuesday afternoon 
around twenty children are attend ing 
and it is excit ing to see the progress 
in the ir basic Bib le know ledge .  

As part of the ir outreach efforts during 
the summer, some of the saints visited 
many homes in Gorey to d istribute 
a free gospe l magazine , and many 
peop le answered quest ionnaires on 
sp iritual be liefs, through which the 
gospe l was exp lained .  M atthew , 
and Anthony (who trusted the Lord 
a year ago), have now started visit ing 
those areas of the town that were 
not covered in the summer, and it 
is amazing to hear Anthony test ify 
to fo lk of the change the Lord has 
made in his life . Please pray for good 
conversat ions w ith these peop le and 
ult imate ly for the ir salvat ion .

In September they returned to the 
Nat ional Ploughing Champ ionships, 
this t ime in County Lao is. M atthew’s 
brother Andrew had his ‘Good News 
4 U’ trailer as one of the exhib it ion 
stands for the second year, and the 
Lord truly b lessed the three days. 
A long w ith many other be lievers from 
across Ire land and the UK , they were 
ab le to d istribute 19 ,000 John 3 . 16 
shopp ing bags, as we ll as thousands 
o f other materia ls a l l conta in ing 
God’s word and they have already 
been encouraged by a number of 

for outreach . W ith parts of the centre 
closed to traffi c and a considerab le 
crow d present , over 400 tracts 
and inv i tat ions were given out 
and a number of contacts made or 
renewed . The work was fo llowed by 
a t ime of prayer that there m ight be 
b lessing upon the seed sown . Prayer 
is requested for two young men , N ick 
and ‘He lmet’.

Lanarkshire
In Hamilton, H igh Parks and Low 
Waters asemb lies have enjoyed the 
privilege of another season of open-
air test imony in the town square on 
two Sundays per month , w ith the 
perm ission of the town council. The 
weather was exce llent for open-air 
work during the summer and many 
of the townsfo lk heard the gospe l. 
Prayer would be valued that , God 
w illing, this door w ill remain open for 
the preaching of the gospe l.

The be lievers at H igh Parks assemb ly 
also commenced a new work in one 
of the local care homes in the town 
and they now visit once a month , 
on a Sunday afternoon , and have 
a short t ime of hymn-singing and 
a brief gospe l message . There are 
usually about twe lve residents who 
attend , along w ith some of the staff 
and visitors. 

In m id-September 2013 , Gordon 
M cCracken comp leted h is second 
visit of six days during the year, 
visit ing twe lve primary schoo ls in the 
area around the Overtown Gospel 
Hall. Gordon has been do ing this 
for a number of years and is we ll 
rece ived by the teachers and pup ils. 
He spoke at e leven schoo l assemb lies 
and to Primary 6 and 7 classes in 
e ight schoo ls. Over 2200 children 
and 105 adults heard the message at 

peop le who have made contact to 
request Bib les, literature , and CDs.

Botswana
In December, the assembly at Serowe 
had the joy of baptizing a couple who 
have since expressed the desire to come 
into fellowship – an encouragement 
to the saints. The previous week they 
conducted the funeral of a brother 
who was, w ith his w ife, in assembly 
fellowship. As normally happens in 
Botswana, each evening there was a 
meeting in their yard. Many gathered 
and, as the word was preached, they 
were greatly challenged about their 
spiritual condition. The funeral itself 
was very big and again many heard 
the gospel preached. Please pray for 
blessing upon those who heard.

Mavis, one of the sisters, lives in 
Shoshong V illage. This is the village 
in which F. S. Arnot lived when he 
passed through Botswana. She was 
one of the fi rst to be saved in the early 
days of Jim and Irene Legge’s work in 
Serowe. Since then, she has gone on 
faithfully for the Lord. She conducts a 
small Sunday school in Shoshong and 
in another settlement called Ikongwe. 
What a strong foundation she is laying 
in the lives of the children whom she 
instructs! Some of them have trusted 
the Lord . Some younger brethren, 
along w ith M avis, have recent ly 
pitched a tent and are having gospel 
meetings. Please pray that the Lord 
w ill encourage them and that many 
w ill trust the Saviour.
 
Fiji
The assemb ly in Suva is act ive ly 
invo lved in d istribut ing gospe l 
tracts. The tracts are given out in 
hospitals, health centres, educational 
institutions, cultural festivals, homes, 
and to tourists on cruise ships. The 
assembly has a community mailbox 
drop schedule and has sent tracts to 
assemblies which have been planted in 
other Pacifi c Island countries including 
Nauru , Tuvalu , and the So lomon 
Islands.

Cyprus
Colin Clarke (Chairman of Logos Trust) 
writes: ‘We have recently been able 
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to help needy families from Syria and 
Egypt who deeply appreciate being 
able to put their children into a high-
quality, English-speaking school. The 
Lord continues to provide for the 
payment of salaries and expenses. 
Due to the financial crisis in Cyprus, 
more parents than usual are asking 
for a discount on their fees. The vast 
majority of these are genuine cases, 
but we need much w isdom in this 
matter, and value prayer’.

‘We praise the Lord for the continued 
comm itment of the Logos staff in 
prov id ing af ter-schoo l act iv it ies 
for the pupils. These occasions not 
only allow relationships to be built 
between staff and pupils, but also 
provide an opportunity for the study 
of the scriptures together in discussion 
groups, or the presenting of a short 
gospel message. This year a special 
effort is being made to keep in touch 
w ith boys who had reached Year 10 
level, and who have now left the 
school. Do pray that in all these groups 
the Lord w ill open hearts and minds to 
the truth of the gospel and that many 
of these young people w ill be saved’.

Romania
From Romania, Jonathan Kelso writes: 
‘Floarea is still “holding her own” 
despite the fact that she is terminally 
ill w ith cancer. I gave her stronger 
pain killers recently and she was able 
to make it down the hill to remember 
the Lord on Sunday morning. After 
the meeting, I inquired how she was; 
she smiled and said, “I am w ithout 
any pain”. It got me thinking of a 
day, maybe not too far distant, when 
Floarea’s pain w ill be gone forever 
and she w ill never shed another tear. 
Continue to pray for Floarea. 

After a shaky start, A lina, Floarea’s 
daughter has settled well into the 
Christian H igh School in Sibiu. Ruth 
and I spoke to her class teacher 
and made him aware of her difficult 
circumstances at home. The staff were 
now aware that A lina needed some 
extra encouragement, which is helping. 
Sile, his w ife, and some of his family 
moved to Orlat from one of the cities 
one year ago. He had been involved in 
commerce, but is now retired and has 
moved to Transylvania for a healthier 
lifestyle. A few months ago, his w ife, 
who is a professing Christian, went to 
Spain for work. Sile, who up until now 
has not believed in the existence of 

God, began to read a Bible which his 
w ife had left behind and became very 
interested in spiritual things. He has 
been attending meetings and during 
a conversation w ith him recently, he 
related to me that he has taken his 
first step towards a relationship w ith 
God . Concentrated prayer for this 
sincerely interested man would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Petru, the local Orthodox priest is 
on the ‘war path’ at the moment. 
Neighbours of ours, Voicu and Ana, 
who are commended missionaries from 
an evangelical church in America, teach 
extra English in the two local schools. 
Petru has been trying to discredit 
this Christian couple by telling his 
congregation that no one should allow 
their children to be taught by them. He 
applied pressure on the headmistress 
not to allow Voicu and Ana to teach in 
the school. She called both of them to 
her office and told them she wanted 
them to stay and teach regardless of 
what the priest was saying – she then 
quietly said, “I like repenters”. This lady 
is a believer, although secretly because 
of her husband’s strong attachment 
to Orthodoxy. Prayer wou ld be 
appreciated for the headmistress that 
she might have the necessary courage 
to take a stand against the local priest 
and his influences. A few days ago 
Ruth brought some educational toys to 
the junior classes of the school in Gura 
Raului. As she walked in w ith her arms 
laden, Petru, who happened to be at 
the school, stared as Ruth walked past. 
Subsequently, he protested that the 
school should not receive toys from 
the ‘repenters’. A school inspector 
happened to be there that day and 
welcomed the toys, saying they would 
be an asset to the school and that the 
school should be grateful for the very 
useful gift’.

Cameroon
Adrian and Bonny Grieve write: ‘A 
very small group of believers, who 
gather at brother Gabrie l’s home 
each Lord’s Day, recently sought our 
help. M ost of them are Christians 
from traditional church backgrounds, 
looking for teaching and seeking 
the Lord’s guidance for their future 
gathering. Tentatively, we organized a 
weekend Bible workshop for the little 
group and for some of their Christian 
friends, teaching the very basics of 
scripture, and a simple interrogatory 
form of Bible study, much as we have 

done in Dompla. The teaching was 
well received and seven came for the 
whole weekend (others for parts of 
it) and so we hope to make this a 
monthly exercise. We would value 
your prayers: for us, as we seek to 
encourage this little group to grow 
in faith, know ledge and love; for the 
group, that it would grow and become 
established as a much-needed w itness 
in this dark town; and for the monthly 
workshop – that it w ill equip local 
men to use the scriptures and that 
the scriptures would bring forth much 
fruit in their lives. The outreach to the 
Tupuri people in Akana continues to 
astound. They want us to come and 
help them baptize some in the next 
village who have believed. May the 
Lord continue to change lives!’

Malawi
On a recent trip to Malaw i, Stephen 
and Gail Harper were joined by a 
number of believers from around the 
UK . This visit was for a time of intensive 
literature distribution, and other forms 
of gospel outreach. In the evenings, 
literature packs were assemb led 
containing a bilingual Romans 5. 8 
Seed Sower text, a John’s Gospel, 
and the latest edition of the gospel 
leaflet, ‘Exploring God’s Word’ and it 
proved almost impossible to satisfy the 
demand for these packs. The times of 
literature distribution were punctuated 
by open-air gospel messages, when 
brother Harold Makawa ably translated 
for the visiting brethren. 

At Kachulu, a fishing village on the 
shores of Lake Chilwa, the brethren 
preached from the vantage point of 
one of the little fishing boats, on 
account of the assembled crowd – just 
as our Lord H imself did many years ago. 
M ost commented that they had never 
expected to have so many opportunities 
to preach, or to share the gospel 
on a one-on-one basis. The sisters 
who accompanied did a marvellous 
job too, and it was tremendous to see 
their zeal in leaflet distribution and in 
befriending the ladies and the many 
children we encountered - no doubt a 
powerful testimony to all.



 

po-kr inoma i (hypokrinomai) to 
answer on the stage, play a part

po-kr i s i j , - ew j , n (hypokrisis) 
play-acting, pretence, hypocrisy

po-kr i t h j , -o ,  (hypokrites) a 
pretender, dissembler, hypocrite

Sad ly , we l ive in a world that is 
characterized by hypocrisy. How often do 
we hear po lit icians saying one thing on 
the hust ings, and then comp lete ly reverse 
the ir po licies when in government? Or 
the fi nancial inst itut ions, who regularly 
emphasize the importance of corporate 
governance , yet are later found guilty of 
some form of commercial malpract ice? 
Even re ligious leaders are not exempt 
from this form of dup licity when , for 
examp le , they pub licly crit icize pay day 
loan companies on ly to fi nd that the ir 
own estab lishment is heavily invested in 
these companies! The Bib le is not slow 
to condemn all forms of hypocrisy, as we 
shall fi nd as we look at the use of the 
Greek word hypokrisis. WILLIA M BARCLAY 
po ints out that ‘in the New Testament 
there is no sin more strongly condemned 
than hypocrisy, and in popular op inion 
there is no sin more universally detested’.1

The word hypokrisis and its re lated 
forms are rare ly used In the Septuagint 
(LXX). W here they are used , it is by 
way of metaphor to represent someone 
who is considered to be a pretender or 
d issemb ler, hence , a hypocrite . In two 
references found in the book of Job , both 
characterize hypokrisis negat ive ly as sin 
or imp iety. In Job chapter 34 verse 30 , 
Elihu in one of his dramat ic speeches 
reveals that in the affairs of men God is 
known to keep the god less or hypocrite 
from ruling over H is peop le . He also 
makes the po int in chapter 36 verse 13 
that the hypocrite fi nds it d iffi cult to 
have any sense of inner peace , be ing 
constant ly angry w ith himse lf. The idea 
of imp iety be ing equated w ith hypocrisy 
is deve loped further in Psalm 12 verse 2 
where even the righteous who act ive ly 
sin are judged to be hypocrites. Later 
contemporary writers, such as the Jew ish 
philosopher Philo of A lexandria, make 
a sim ilar use of the word hypokrisis in 
the context of d issemb ling or concealing 
the truth . Josephus is, however, typ ically 
amb ivalent about the word hypokrisis 
when in the life of Joseph he thinks 
that h is subterfuge , or p lay-ac t ing, 
‘personate an angry man’,2 led to ult imate 
b lessing, whereas he sound ly condemns 
John of G ischala as a ‘ready liar’ and 
a ‘hypocrit ical pretender to humanity’.3 
These observat ions reveal that both the 
O ld Testament and Jew ish writ ings (in 
the main) make an exp licit d ist inct ion 
between what is genu ine , i.e . , true /

truthful and what is essent ially pretence , 
or p laying a ro le . This thought of ro le 
p laying was later vivid ly captured in the 
Greek theatre where the word hypokrisis 
was often used for the term ‘p lay-actor’, 
and for someone in a p lay who put on 
a mask to hide the ir real ident ity. So 
decept ion is an integral part of hypocrisy, 
i .e . , pretend ing to be someth ing or 
someone that the actor is not , and the 
avo idance of such a state in God’s peop le 
is seen as a mark of sp iritual integrity, 
cp . Ps. 26 . 4 . The infl uence of the word 
in the Greek theatre was subsequent ly 
carried over into the New Testament to 
the extent that whenever hypokrisis is 
used by writers, it always refers to the sin 
of hypocrisy. But the acts are masked , as 
WILLIA M BARCLAY acerb ically writes, by 
‘theatrical goodness’!4 

Turn ing then to the N ew Testament , we 
fi nd that the group that comes under 
most attack for the sin of ‘hypocrisy’ 
is the Pharisees. ‘The Pharisees are the 
protyp ical hypocrites of the Bib le’ .5 O ur 
Lord denounced them for various aspects 
o f hypocrisy , and , by ana lyz ing H is 
comments, we can see the d ifferent ways 
in wh ich th is sin , so prevalent among 
these re ligious leaders, man ifested itse lf. 
It w ill also provide us w ith a salutary and 
t ime ly warn ing as to our own personal 
conduct before the Lord and others. 
The fi rst th ing that one not ices about 
the Pharisaic approach to re ligious life 
is that it was ostentat ious. The ir who le 
perspect ive on life was about p laying 
to the gallery by seek ing the p laud its 
of men rather than seek ing approbat ion 
from God .6 Th is was evident in respect of 
almsgiving, M att . 6 . 2 , and prayer, M att . 
6 . 5 . Even in those basic observances 
o f l ife , such as honouring the fi f th 
commandment , Exod . 20 . 12 , they found 
a way of circumvent ing th is requ irement 
by declaring that goods or money that 
wou ld have been used in support of the ir 
parents had already been set aside for the 
temp le treasury, thus becom ing korban, 
Lev. 27 . 9 , 16; Num . 30 . 3; M att . 15 . 5-6 . 
MICH AEL GREEN  states that korban was 
such a sacred vow that it cou ld not be 
revoked , even in order to care for one’s 
parents in the ir o ld age . But it was agreed 
that you cou ld cont inue to use korban 
money during your l ifet ime!7 Such a 
pract ice made the commandment of God 
nu ll and vo id; it was a p ious decept ion , 
but God was not dece ived , M att . 15 . 
6b . The second aspect of the ir hypocrisy 
can be judged as simp ly form w ithout 
substance , paying lip service to re ligious 
m inut iae when all the t ime the ir hearts 
were far away from God , M ark 7 . 6 . They 
were punct ilious about such matters as 
wash ing cups, M att . 23 . 25 , observing 
the Sabbath , M ark 3 . 2 , and mak ing 

certa in that when fast ing they drew 
attent ion to themse lves, M att . 6 . 16 . The 
Pharisee in the parab le in Luke chapter 
18 refers to the fact that he fasted tw ice 
a week as we ll as giving t ithes of all he 
possessed . These works were intended 
to provide evidence that the Pharisee 
was righteous before God . Instead , they 
simp ly confi rmed that the Pharisee was 
re liant on h is own se lf righteousness. 
Fast ing and t ith ing were not wrong per 
se. It was the pride and arrogance of 
the Pharisee that condemned h is act ions 
before God . The most so lemn warn ing is 
given by the Lord about the fi nal end of 
such hypocrites, M att . 25 . 30 . 

O utside the Synopt ic trad it ion , hypokrisisis 
used by Paul to describe the hypocrit ical 
act ions of certain Jew ish be lievers who , 
together w ith Peter, w ithdrew themse lves 
from fe llowship w ith Gent ile be lievers, 
Gal. 2 . 13 . The ir act ion led Barnabas 
astray.8 Perhaps Peter learnt from this 
experience when he encourages us later 
to rid ourse lves of a number of sins 
includ ing hypocrisies, 1 Pet . 2 . 1 . In the 
Pastorals the word has deve loped an even 
more sinister meaning when it is d irect ly 
linked to apostasy. O ne of the features 
of the ‘latter t imes’ w ill be the hypocrisy 
of dece itful liars whose consciences w ill 
be cauterized to prevent them from 
d iscerning the truth of God , 1 Tim . 4 . 2 . 

It has been said that hypocrisy is the 
easiest of sins to fall into , and one of the 
most d iffi cult to put off. Dece iving onese lf 
is bad enough , but dece iving others can 
ult imate ly prevent them from entering 
the kingdom of God , M att . 23 . 13-15 . 
In the light of the warnings contained in 
our Lord’s teaching concerning the sin of 
hypocrisy, let us endeavour to drop any 
future pretence in our lives and seek to 
live in all sincerity before H im , 2 Cor. 2 . 
17 .

Further reading/study
Introductory
Word Pictures in the New Testament 
(volume 1) - Gospel According to Matthew 
(pages 50 – 51) comments on úpo-krisij in 
M atthew 6 . 2 by A . T. Robertson (Baker)

Advanced
Galatians (pages 109-110) - comments 
on úpo-krisij in Galat ians 2 . 13 by Hans 
D ieter Betz (Hermenia)

Endnotes
1 New Testament Words, pg. 140 .
2 The Antiquities of the Jews (2 . 9 . 160), 

W histon ed it ion .
3 The Wars of the Jews (2 . 21 . 585), 

W histon ed it ion .
4 New Testament Words, pg. 142 .
5 Dictionary of Biblical Imagery, pg. 415 .
6 Contrast Paul’s approach in Galat ians 

chapter 1 verse 10 .   
7 The M essage of Matthew , The Bib le 

Speaks Today, pg. 170 .
8 The Greek word here to ‘lead astray’ 

literally means to be carried away w ith 
some form of error, cp . 2 Pet . 3 . 17 .

By BRIAN CLATWORTHY
Newton Abbot, England
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I cannot comment as to whether assemblies ‘should’ 
merge but that they ‘could’ do so is very evident 
in many areas. No one wants to be the person to 
make that final decision, none of us would happily 
volunteer to turn the key for the last time and 
there are many laudable reasons why we would 
be reticent to do so. Some will have served in that 
assembly for decades and poured their spiritual and 
physical energies into seeing the work maintained 
for the honour of the Lord. 

Others will have fond memories of former days 
of blessing, maybe they themselves were saved 
there, and previous generations of their family 
helped fund and build the hall. Many might be 
disinclined to merge, as they believe it marks 
the end of the testimony in a locality. They may 
be the last form of collective witness in the area 
and, out of a concern for the folk in the vicinity 
of the hall, they are reluctant to see the lamp of 
testimony being extinguished. These, amongst 
other issues, are all factors which make it far from 
easy to contemplate merging with a neighbouring 
assembly. Unfortunately, there may be other 
reasons that prevent this happening which are not 
so commendable, not least of which is the issue 
of personality clashes or the unwillingness of 
some brethren to give up the controlling influence 
they have held over a long period of time.

In the years following the day of Pentecost the gospel 
spread far and wide from its roots in Jerusalem, and, 
as a result, churches were planted over a vast area, 
reaching as far as Rome, and possibly beyond, in 
the West. In the process of time things degenerated, 
as indicated by Paul to the elders of Ephesus, ‘For 
I know this, that after my departing shall grievous 
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock, 
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them’, 
Acts 20. 29-30. Although God has never left Himself 
without witness, about 180 years ago there was a 
great recovery of church truth and the late 19th and 

first half of the 20th centuries were characterized 
by an evangelical zeal in the UK and abroad. Many 
new assemblies were started and numerical growth 
was commonplace. Now those halcyon days are, in 
the main, behind us and assemblies are closing or 
dwindling to just a handful of elderly saints. 

Some assemblies have reached a point where 
physically and financially it is a struggle to continue 
the work. They may hold a weekly gospel meeting 
but few if any ‘outsiders’ attend and the last time 
someone was saved and added to the fellowship has 
become a distant memory. The hall in which they meet 
is an added burden; it is too large and very costly 
to maintain and may need significant upgrading 
to make it legally compliant and presentable. In 
addition, the brother who invites speakers to take 
meetings finds it increasingly problematic because 
so many of them are themselves in small meetings 
and go out speaking only once every month or less. 

Although it is a difficult situation, serious thought 
should be given to the possibility of merging 
with other assemblies. Instead of having several 
struggling fellowships in close proximity, there 
are definite spiritual, and financial, benefits in 
merging. The overheads of heating, lighting, and 
repair work are shared by a greater number of 
people, and halls no longer used can be sold and 
the funds can be channelled into the Lord’s work 
locally and much further afield. The larger company 
can enjoy the support and spiritual wisdom that the 
others bring, thereby enriching the contributions 
at the Lord’s Supper, the prayer meeting and other 
gatherings, and, with additional numbers, it may 
be possible to rekindle a positive gospel outreach. 
Rather than just one or two brethren having to 
shoulder the responsibility for all that takes place 
others might be able to help in this work, using 
their years of spiritual experience to the mutual 
encouragement of all. May we have the courage 
to overcome sentimentality, and be given grace to 
seriously seek the mind of the Lord on this issue. 

Question Time Conducted by
RICHARD COLLINGS

Questions for this column should be addressed to info@preciousseed.org

QUESTION
Should small assemblies merge if that is geographically possible?   

ANSWER
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The fi gure of Elijah virtually dominates 
the whole of the First Book of Kings. 
Such is his abiding infl uence that in the 
thirteenth century the Carmelites built 
a monastery on Mount Carmel and 
erected a statue to him in the crypt of 
the monastery. According to tradition, 
the crypt was the original cave where 
Elijah had supposedly lived for part of 
his lifetime. One thing we do know for 
certain, however, is that Mount Carmel 
was the scene of Elijah’s great victory 
over the prophets of Baal and Asherah 
as narrated in 1 Kings Chapter 18 
verses 17-40. Israel looked on at this spectacle in silence, and Elijah 
challenged them to make their minds up once the contest had ended. 
Would they still waver between two opinions, effectively would they 
still ‘sit on the fence’, or would they choose the God who answered by 
fi re, 1 Kgs 18.21? Despite the serried ranks of the opposition, Elijah 
meets them head on and calls upon the name of his God (Yahweh). 
He then unequivocally demonstrates to all those present that his God 
is indeed the one and only true God by the revelation of fi re from 
heaven. Whilst men today continue to crave after forms of syncretistic 
religious experience, the God of Elijah is still the God, who answers all 
the wavering doubts of humanity through the revelation of the person 
and work of His incarnate Son, John 3.16.
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And Elijah . . . 
said, ‘How long 
halt ye between 
two opinions? If 
the Lord be God, 
follow him’,
1 Kgs. 18. 21..
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