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‘Look not every man on his own things,
but every man also on the things of others’,
Phil. 2. 4.

‘We all deserve a little “me” time’. This was the focus of the advert
promoting another ‘must have’ product. Yet, in that simple statement,
there lies the nub of human thinking — ‘me’ first. We are encouraged to
think of ourselves. In our planning we are expected to factor in ‘what’s
in it for me’. Sadly, bombarded with such material and such thought
processes of the world, believers are often drawn into the same
mindset.

However, the Christian is expected to swim against that tide. To
emphasize this, Paul presents the greatest example of what the
Christian’s attitude to life should be, ‘Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus’, Phil. 2. 5. The Lord relinquished that position of
honour and glory that was rightfully His in order that He might assume
the lowest place, and pass through the death of the cross. Why? For
others, including you and me! Seeing us in our desperate need brought
the Saviour to earth, and led Him to go to the cross, its darkness and
judgement, in order that we might be saved.

How do we live our Christian lives in the light of the example of
Christ? Do we put the spiritual interests and welfare of others before
ourselves? Or, do we prefer to press our own rights? A. T. Robertson
offers the following interpretation of our verse, ‘Not keeping an eye

on the main chance for number one, but for the good of others’. Such
an attitude does not come naturally. Verse 12 of the chapter suggests
that it is something that we have to work at, letting the Holy Spirit
accomplish His own work in our hearts. Philippians chapter 3 indicates
what our attitude should be to all those things that might be regarded
as advantageous to ‘me’. Are we pressing towards the mark? Are we
seeking to manifest a Christ-like life, seeking the spiritual blessing of
others, even when it is at our own expense? We need to challenge our
own hearts on a regular basis!

In this issue of the magazine, we tackle a couple of topical questions,
as well as seeing a number of profitable series come to an end. We
thank John Hall for his short series on the priesthood, particularly as it
was his first! The series on prophetic truth, which concluded in our last
magazine, has a follow-up article, which explores the implications of
these truths. We express our sincere thanks to the authors once more,
and trust that in this issue, as in each of them, there will be material to
cheer as well as challenge the Lord’s people.

There is a separate note regarding the retiral of Roy Hill from the
committee. In view of this | am pleased to announce that Rutherford
Rabey, from the Wylam assembly, in England, becomes chairman of the
Trust, and | take on the additional responsibility of General Editor of

the magazine.

JOHN BENNETT

Ministry Articles Editor
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NSt?  Luke 9. 18-27 (Part 1)
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Views from the News

COMPILED BY SANDY JACK

Russia sentences secret agents over theft of Gutenberg B
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The Power of
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CREGAGH STREET A SSEMBLY BELFAST, N. IRELAND
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GOSPEL WORK AND OTHER ACTIVIdohmifd by sanpy aack
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A WORD FOR TODAY

& s A By BRIAN CLATWORTHY o -
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. y ENGLISH TRANSLATION (S)
o John 14. 1 (another) Comforter (RV) Here our Lord makes provision for His disciples after His own minis
fo d-tef . (another) Counsellor (NIV) as garakletosn earth has ended. The gift of the Holy Spirit (anothel
S + € (another) Encourager (NRSV) parakletgss linked directly to a formal request by Christ. In verse 2t
(another) Advocate/Helper (NKJV) | the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, and is sent by Christ in cha
fs 16 verse 7. Since the context is about the exodus of Christ, then the ¢
e f of loss would have been poignantly felt by the disciples. The use of <
0 words as Comforter (someone who strengthened someone else),
SS  €Sf - . Helper seem therefore apposite.
° John 16. 7 (your) Advocate (NEB) This is probably the only context within John's gospel that requir
f of f He who is to befriend Yoo parakletos to be translated by the word Advasagoites, ‘In
f f8 of S (the) Counsellor (NIV) John's usage, the legal overtones are sharpest in 16.7-11, but there
B ! (the) Helper (ESV) Paraclete serves rather more as a prosecuting attorney than as cot
S _ S . for the defence . . . and even so, the Paraclete’s ministry extends be
¥ the legal sphete’.
o TE e . John 15. 2 (the) one coming to stand byBaiLL(AS| Although the context here is similar to that in chapter 14 verse 26,
. f . . (the) Counsellor (NIV) thrust of the ministry ofthedkletogHoly Spirit) is now focused on
. f . ' (the) Advocate (NRSV) empowering the disciples in their witness for and to Christ. Thus,
! (the) Helper (NKJV) idea of someone coming to stand by them, to help them in their witne
v 1 TMf seems to be appropriate.
§ o f 1 John 2.| (an) advocate (KJV) Here John reveals part of the current minisparakta®o¢Christ
(we have) a Counsel for deferrEELEY Himself) exercised for us in heaven. Perhaps Counsel for the defe
e & cEf (we have) one to plead our cause (NE&)positely sums up our Lord’s work as He pleads our cause with
° Father and those who accuse us.
. ~ John 14. 2 (the) Comforter (KJV) Here the context is slightly different in that the minjserakietus
f§ > of (the) Counsellor (NIV) (the Holy Spirit) is extended to fill out the teaching of Christ, words s
- - (the) Advocate (NRSV) as Counsellor or Helper seem therefore apt.
. f8 (the) Helper (ESV)
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Question -Fme..

QUESTION

Is the way we gather the most important issue in our Christian life?

ANSWER

This is not an easy question to answer for it is al -
most certain that whatever response is given | will
be in a ‘no win’ situation. If | answer, ‘Yes’, there will
be many who will believe that | have overlooked
the practical exhortations contained throughout the
scriptures as to how we should live day by day. If |
answer, ‘No’, there will be those who will take issue,
believing that | have failed to give sufficient priority

to the clear teaching in the Epistles as to how God's
people should meet together.

The children of Israel were never left to their own
opinions as to where they kept the Passover, ‘But at
the place which the Lord thy God shall choose to
place his name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the pass -
over at even’ Deut. 16. 6. In addition, throughout their
meandering in the wilderness, there was only one
gathering centre ordained by God where He would
meet with His people, and that was the tabernacle.
Once the nation was settled in the land the same
principle applied, although for obvious reasons the
tabernacle had been replaced by the temple.

As a consequence of the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus
at Calvary, the ritualism and ceremonial appara -
tus of the Old Testament has been superseded by
a completely new order of things. God’s pattern of
gathering for His people in this age is detailed for
us in the Epistles, particularly those written by the
apostle Paul, and we have no more right to decide
how and where we meet than Israel did in the Old
Testament.

When people were saved in the years that imme -
diately followed the Day of Pentecost, they left the
heathen temple or the Jewish synagogue, and met
together in churches. These churches were found -
ed on the teaching of the apostles, and, in any one
locality, all the believers would be united in their
doctrines and practices. Sadly, error began to infil -
trate, and eventually Christians fragmented into dif -
ferent groups. No longer were all of one accord in
one place, but in each place there would be several

groups, so that today we are divided into numerous
denominations and fellowships.

This lack of unity is completely contrary to what God
desires; it has robbed believers of much blessing,
and it must be very confusing to the world. We ought
to have a conviction about where and how we gath -
er, and, whilst we will never find a perfect church,

it is our responsibility to examine the scriptures,
and, wherever possible, meet with those who com -
ply with the principles enshrined within the word of
God. The importance of these matters should not be
underestimated, and one of the principal objectives
of this magazine is to help promote an adherence
to scriptural doctrines concerning church practice.

However, we need to guard against elevating
‘church’ doctrine above other vital aspects of our
Christian behaviour and beliefs. In reading Rev -
elation chapter 2 verses 1-7, it would seem that the
church at Ephesus complied very vigorously with
matters of sound doctrine but that was not sufficient.
The words communicated to them by the Lord are
very solemn, ‘Nevertheless | have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love’, Rev. 2. 4.

To be doctrinally sound but deficient in love for
Christ, so that He no longer holds the primary place
of affection in our lives, is wrong. Our observance of
assembly truth should be the product of love for the
Lord, and we ought not to relegate that to a lesser
level of importance. Neither should we consider
that faithfulness to church principles is more essen -
tial than love for one another, or that it is of greater
significance than our belief in the deity of Christ,
or of salvation by grace through faith, or of the doc -
trine of God.

Where we gather and how we function as churches
are important, vitally important, but are these the
most important aspects of our Christian lives? Some
may believe they are, but based on the foregoing
paragraph | do not think so.

Questions for this column should be addressed to info@preciousseed.org
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Front Cover lllustration

Our cover picture shows the beautiful Banias %
National Park, close to the ruins of the ancient
city of Caesarea Philippi located at the foot
of Mount Hermon, which is part of the Golan
Heights. Some archaeologists identify this
site with the Old Testament location Baal-
gad that formed the northern limit of Joshua’s
conquest of Canaan, Josh. 13. 5. According to
Numbers chapter 34 verses 7-9, the decreed
northern limit was beyond Baal-gad, so Israel
in effect fell short of a complete conquest.
Caesarea Philippi lay adjacent to a spring of
water that flowed from the Jordan River known
as Banias, or,as it was previously called Panias,
in honour of the Greek god Pan. In Romans
times, Herod the Great built a white marble
shrine in honour of his patron the Emperor Augustus Caesar at Banias. Philip the
Tetrarch later further honoured Augustus by renaming the place Caesarea, and
then added the additional description ‘Philippi’ or ‘of Philip’ to distinguish the site
from the maritime port of Caesarea mentioned in Acts chapter 8 verse 40. This
was the place where our Lord asked His disciples the searching question, ‘Whom
do men say that | the Son of man am?’, Matt. 16. 13. In Mark's parallel account of
this incident, the question is posed less periphrastically in that our Lord identifies
Himself as the true Son of Man, Mark 8. 27, thus making clear to His disciples that
He was the heavenly Messiah who would one day fulfil the prophecy of Daniel
chapter 7 verses 13-14. Peter’s response, however, takes us beyond the simple
honorific titles conferred by men on other men as he declares Jesus not only to
be the Messiah, but the Son of the living God. Of all the divine titles used about
or by our Lord, the title ‘Son of God’ fully explains His interaction, and unique
relationship with God. His claim to deity is the very bedrock upon which the whole
foundation and fabric of Christianity is built. We have no hesitation therefore
in fully endorsing Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Son of the living God!
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